
MINUTES

SELECT BOARD

09/21/2021

Present: Select Board Member, Heather Hamilton, Select Board Member 
Bernard W. Greene, Select Board Member Raul Fernandez,
Select Board Member John VanScoyoc, Select Board Member 
Miriam Aschkenasy

5:00 pm via ZOOM remote meeting platform

OPEN SESSION

Question of entering into Executive Session for the reason listed in item 2.

Chair Hamilton declared that the board shall enter into executive session to discuss strategy with respect 
to collective bargaining because an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or 
litigating position, and to review, approve minutes. 

On motion it was,

Voted to enter into executive session

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

EXECUTIVE SESSION - COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

For the purpose of discussing strategy related to collective bargaining with the Police and other Unions.

ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES
The food coupon program through the department of public health is offering farmers market items at discounted 
prices.
There will be a Special Town Meeting on October 5, 2021 on the Gerald Alston agreement
The Town Administrator provided an updated on the consultant selected to assist with the Police Chief search 

PUBLIC COMMENT

1. Susan Howards spoke urging the 9 police officers are hired. She shared a situation where 
the police responded rapidly

2. Rita McNally spoke in support of adding the 9 police officers that town meeting had 
previously approved in the budget
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3. Michael Kushner spoke against hiring more police officers; they went through the process 
of getting rid of the SRO and walk and talk officers. The police is not following the rules of 
the commission.

4.  Eddie Strumfels spoke against hiring the 9 officers. A decision has been made to remove 
the SRO and Walk and Talk programs.

5. Chi Chi Wu spoke on the work of the police task for researching police programs. She feels 
the police department is ignoring the elected officials on their recent vote to disband the 
Walk and talk and SRO programs

6. Shavyon Cohen spoke on the removing the walk and talk programs and SRO. She urged not 
to hire the 9 officers until questions are answered

7. Melissa Vogt spoke on the Alston case and urged for transparency. Lots of information that 
Town Meeting members need to review before the settlement vote. She is requesting 
Executive session minutes on the matter.

8. Bonnie Bastien spoke on the SB’S decision to end these police programs. The schools and 
residents of public housing need support in the social services, not from police officers. 
Wait until a new chief is in place before any new police hires

9. Alok Somani urged the select board to hire the 9 officers that were approved by town 
meeting, these officers are needed. 

10. Ryan Black spoke against the hiring of 9 new officers. It is not clear what the current 
personnel are now doing. Many have the same responsibilities as when on the SRO and 
walk and talk that was removed. 

11. Marty Rosenthal spoke in support of hiring the additional police officers. These positions 
are required to actively perform real public safety needs; the task force offered no specific 
budget changes.

12.  Elizabeth Childs noted that these 9 police positions are included in the current budget. We 
need adequate officers and staffing. We need the 135 officers that are budgeted for. We 
eliminated the Walk and talk programs but not the need to respond to calls the BHA

MISCELLANEOUS

Question of approving the authorization to hire request for a Senior Audit Clerk - ATA in the Comptroller's 
Office of the Finance Department.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the authorization to hire request for a Senior Audit Clerk - ATA in the Comptroller's Office 
of the Finance Department.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE
Question of approving the authorization to hire request for a Gardener-Laborer in the Parks and Open 
Space Division of the Department of Public Works.

   On motion it was,
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   Voted to approve the authorization to hire request for a Gardener-Laborer in the Parks and Open Space 

Division of the Department of Public Works.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

   AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE
Question of approving the authorization to hire request for a Web Developer in the Digital Services division 
of 
the Information Technology Department.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the authorization to hire request for a Web Developer in the Digital Services division of 
the Information Technology Department
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE
Question of approving the authorization to hire request for an Aquatics Supervisor in the 
Recreation Department.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the authorization to hire request for an Aquatics Supervisor in the Recreation 
Department.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE
Question of approving the following authorization to hire requests in the Highway and Sanitation Division of the 
Department of Public Works:
Assistant Recycling Coordinator
(2) Highway Maintenance Craftsperson
Highway Motor Equipment Operator - Grade 2

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the following authorization to hire requests in the Highway and Sanitation Division of the 
Department of Public Works:
Assistant Recycling Coordinator
(2) Highway Maintenance Craftsperson
Highway Motor Equipment Operator - Grade 2
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

TEMPORARY WINE AND MALT BEVERAGES NON SALES LICENSE
Question of approving a Temporary Wine and Malt Beverages Non Sales License to The 
Longwood Cricket Club to be held on Wednesday, September 22, 2021 for Dinner after tennis 
exhibition from 3:00PM – 11:00PM at rear of 564 Hammond Street (located in Brookline). 300 
people expected to attend.
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On motion it was,

Voted to approve a Temporary Wine and Malt Beverages Non Sales License to The Longwood 
Cricket Club to be held on Wednesday, September 22, 2021 for Dinner after tennis exhibition 
from 3:00PM – 11:00PM at rear of 564 Hammond Street (located in Brookline). 300 people 
expected to attend.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

TEMPORARY WINE AND MALT BEVERAGES NON SALES LICENSE
Question of approving a Temporary Wine and Malt Beverages Non Sales License to The 
Longwood Cricket Club to be held on Thursday, September 23, 2021 for Dinner after tennis 
outing from 4:00PM – 11:00PM at rear of 564 Hammond Street (located in Brookline). 300 
people expected to attend.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve a Temporary Wine and Malt Beverages Non Sales License to The Longwood 
Cricket Club to be held on Thursday, September 23, 2021 for Dinner after tennis outing from 
4:00PM – 11:00PM at rear of 564 Hammond Street (located in Brookline). 300 people 
expected to attend.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

TEMPORARY WINE AND MALT BEVERAGES NON SALES LICENSE
Question of approving a Temporary Wine and Malt Beverages Non Sales License to The Larz 
Anderson Auto Museum to be held on Friday, September 24, 2021 for 30th Wedding 
Anniversary from 6:00PM – 11:00PM at 15 Newton Street. 150 people expected to attend.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve a Temporary Wine and Malt Beverages Non Sales License to The Larz 
Anderson Auto Museum to be held on Friday, September 24, 2021 for 30th Wedding 
Anniversary from 6:00PM – 11:00PM at 15 Newton Street. 150 people expected to attend.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

CALENDAR

NEW COMMON VICTUALLER LICENSE (BYOB)/ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE

Question of approving the application of a new Common Victualler for Emily Vena / Cobble LLC 
d/b/a Barlette at 318 Harvard Street.  Hours of operation will be Monday - Sunday 9:00 am to 
11:00 pm. Hours of BYOB will be Monday - Sunday 11:00 am to 11:00 pm. Seating will consist of 
16 inside seats.

Question of approving the application of a new Entertainment License for Emily Vena / Cobble 
LLC d/b/a Barlette at 318 Harvard Street.  Entertainment will consist of radio and recorded music 
Monday – Sunday 9:00am- 11:00pm.

3.A.

Page: 4



In Select Board
09/21/2021
Page 5 of 10

Applicant Emily Vena reviewed their food establishment. They currently have a food concept in 
the arcade building.  The food is prepared off site and brought into the establishment.

Mel Kleckner added the applicants will be implementing the BYOB requirements. 

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the application of a new Common Victualler for Emily Vena / Cobble LLC d/b/a 
Barlette at 318 Harvard Street.  Hours of operation will be Monday - Sunday 9:00 am to 11:00 pm. 
Hours of BYOB will be Monday - Sunday 11:00 am to 11:00 pm. Seating will consist of 16 inside 
seats.

Voted to approve the application of a new Entertainment License for Emily Vena / Cobble LLC 
d/b/a Barlette at 318 Harvard Street.  Entertainment will consist of radio and recorded music 
Monday – Sunday 9:00am- 11:00pm.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS - INTERVIEWS

The following candidates for appointment/reappointment to Boards and Commissions will appear for 
interview:

Planning Board
Andrea Brue
Gregory Zurlo

Andrea Brue is an architect. Having spent many years as a preservation architect, I have learned that 
there is an art to balancing the past with the future. I am aware of the value in taking care of our historic 
buildings but also know the importance of planning for our future- which sometimes means replacing 
outdated structures with new state of the art facilities.
As a planning board member, I hope to bring an open mind to each project review. Through my
experience as an architect of both public and private building projects and with my design sense and
knowledge of planning and construction, I will contribute a level of expertise to the planning board.

Gregory Zurlois a real estate developer academically trained as an architect /Planning Board member 
and chair experience in another municipality. He is not against pro development if it is appropriate. He 
spoke on Boston’s compact living policy as it relates to parking demands. He is an advocate in reducing 
parking. Mr. Zurlois has served on numerous boards and committees.

POLICE HIRING

Question of approving the authorization to hire request for 9 Police Officers.

Town Administrator Kleckner offered clarification on last week’s discussion. The School Resource 
Officers and the Walk and Talk programs were eliminated. There are many more activities these 
officers perform, and the Chief believes these are suitable activities. These officers continue to 
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respond to request for services. Your vote this evening will start a process, it we miss the opportunity, 
we will be back in the end of the line for the next recruitment class.

Board member Aschkenasy noted that the board members received emails on both sides, at the core, 
this is not about defunding their budget, it is about those 7 positions that were eliminate through the 
program. 

Board member VanScoyoc added he believes there is some misunderstanding. The board did receive 
emails, some over the top on their suspicions. He feels they need add young and diverse police 
officers, and they are needed on a regular basis, people come and go. Town meeting did not cut 
positions. 

Board member Fernandez added not long after we took the vote to eliminate those programs we are 
now revisiting whether we made the right decisions. He is disappointed we are right now not in 
alignment with the vote that we took. He does not feel any less safe today than last time with less 
staff. It was never been in question if schools need support a call they should get it. Also, let us stop 
thinking of BHA properties as another world. He added, we have to figure out how to work better with 
this department; we asked to come back to us with a plan. We never had the opportunity to review 
that. We are not talking about cutting positions.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the authorization to hire request for 9 Police Officers.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Green, John VanScoyoc
Against: Raul Fernandez
Abstained: Miriam Aschkenasy

HOUSING PRODUCTION PLAN UPDATE

Presentation and possible vote on the Town of Brookline's Housing Production Plan.

a. Question of voting to approve the Housing Advisory Board’s recommendation for the allocation 
of a sum not to exceed $160,000 from the Town’s Affordable Housing Trust to pay for consulting 
services to update the Town’s Housing Production Plan.  
 
b. Question of Voting to execute a contract with the Barrett Planning Group, LLC for consulting 
services relating to the preparation of an updated Housing Production Plan, consistent with the 
Terms of the Request for Proposals issued by the Town on April 8, 2021 and the consultant’s 
response thereto.

Roger Blood reviewed the process to date. They are seeking approval to update the plan with funds 
from the Housing Trust Funds, as recommended by the Housing Advisory Board, to pay for 
consulting services for an update to the Town’s HPP. As well, we seek your approval of a contract 
for consulting services with Barrett Planning Group, LLC. Mr. Blood added the need for affordable 
housing is greater than ever and the appropriate amount, and housing type analysis will help us 
determine where and what type of housing needs to be produced. We have a qualified team and 
ample resources, and community engagement will be a critical feature in the plan.

3.A.
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Joe Viola, Assistant Director of Planning gave a brief overview of the consulting services and tasks.
Roger Blood spoke on the housing goals adding just because the Town reached the 10% threshold 
does not mean we stop seeking affordable housing.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the Housing Advisory Board’s recommendation for the allocation of a sum not to 
exceed $160,000 from the Town’s Affordable Housing Trust to pay for consulting services to update 
the Town’s Housing Production Plan.  
 
Voted to execute a contract with the Barrett Planning Group, LLC for consulting services relating to 
the preparation of an updated Housing Production Plan, consistent with the Terms of the Request 
for Proposals issued by the Town on April 8, 2021 and the consultant’s response thereto.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

GRANT OF LOCATION EVERSOURCE - PUBLIC HEARING - postponed

Question of approving the grant of location request from NStar Electric Company d/b/a Eversource 
Energy for permission to construct, and a location for, such a line of conduits and manholes with the 
necessary cables therein under the following public way:
Reservoir Road – conduit running northwesterly from existing manhole#
MH18688 at the intersection with Boylston Street a distance of about 16 feet to
new manhole# MH30761

GRANT OF LOCATION VERIZON - PUBLIC HEARING - postponed

Question of approving the grant of location request from Verizon New England Inc. . for permission to 
construct, and a location for, such a line of conduits and manholes with the necessary cables therein 
under the following public way(s):
Egmont Street – conduit easterly from existing manhole# 38/143 at the intersection
with St. Paul Street a distance of about 325 feet thence turning and running
southerly a distance of about 18 feet to an existing handhole

OUTDOOR DINING REGULATIONS PUBLIC HEARING

Public Hearing and possible vote to approve guidelines and regulations, including a new licensing and 
fee structure, and licensing agreement, for the Town's Outdoor Dining Program.

Meredith L. Mooney, Economic Development and Long-Term Planner made a presentation. 

Background
In 2020, the Town of Brookline created a Temporary Expanded Outdoor Dining Program to support 
local restaurants through the pandemic. This temporary program was tied to emergency orders (i.e. 
COVID-19 Order Nos. 35 and 50) issued by Governor Baker during the State of Emergency. In early July 
2021, the Select Board approved an administrative update that extended the Town’s COVID-era 
Temporary Expanded Outdoor Dining Program through March 31, 2022, an extension granted through 
state legislation passed in June 2021 (i.e. Chapter 20 of the Massachusetts Acts of 2021).

3.A.
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Spring 2021 Town Meeting approved changes to the Town’s General and Zoning By-Laws, allowing the
Town and the Select Board to continue an expanded outdoor dining program after the COVID State of
Emergency was lifted. Throughout the warrant article review process, the Select Board indicated that,
following a positive Town Meeting vote, staff should return with a proposal outlining next steps for
Brookline’s outdoor dining program.

 Updated Program Regulations and Guidelines
 Enhanced standards for the appearance of outdoor seating areas:
 A requirement for immediate and on-going use of outdoor seating areas
 Specified hours of operation:
 Entertainment licensing:
 Trash and pest control management plans:

Another critical consideration is that the Select Board is revisiting the question of what to charge for
outdoor seating under very different circumstances that initially anticipated. We had hoped to have 
the fee implementation discussion in the context of COVID-recovery in the “new normal”. However, we 
are still very much in a public health crisis, which has required the reimplementation of a local indoor 
mask mandate. Easy access to safer outdoor dining options remains important for public health as well 
as economic reasons.

Due to these concerns, the Economic Development Division proposes an alternative fee structure and
implementation timeline for the new outdoor dining program, which involves phasing in the current 
Use Fee, until a more innovative fee structure is put forward. Immediately imposing the same Use Fee
structure that the Town uses for the temporary occupation of parking spaces on the Town’s new 
outdoor dining program would likely quash on-street outdoor seating in Brookline and would represent 
a missed opportunity for the Town to implement innovative new policies based on lessons learned 
during the pandemic.
Therefore, the Economic Development Division recommends phasing in Outdoor Dining Program fees
over the next several years. Any loss of parking revenue over the next couple years could be offset by 
the Municipal Revenue Loss mechanism of the Town’s ARPA funds.

In recognition of the substantial administrative burden associated with this new program, we 
recommend that administrative fees be fully implemented as of April 1, 2022, the proposed start date 
of the new Outdoor Dining Program.

Annual on-street (PROPOSED FEES) 
April 1, 2022 $1,285.00   January 1, 2023 $4,164.00   January 1, 2024 $7,045.00   January 1, 2025 
$9,925.00

Discussion: 
Board member VanScoyoc asked if we should really be measuring the fees on loss of parking spaces. 
These outdoor dining spaces bring patrons into commercial areas. He also spoke on the considerable 
investment the restaurant owners made to construct these dining corrals, and we should help them 
continue with this program successfully.

3.A.

Page: 8



In Select Board
09/21/2021
Page 9 of 10

Board member Fernandez spoke on the different parking demands in the different commercial areas. 
He would like to see the annual fee at $5,000 or lower. He asked if ARPA funds could be used to 
support this.

 Town Administrator Kleckner noted that he is happy with how this program turned out, adding it did     
have its unique challenges. He encouraged flexibility to ease into things; this is not a permanent 
program yet. If the board is not ready to deal with that kind of revenue fees, lets hold off.

Public hearing:

David Gladestone, Chamber of Commerce noted that the restaurateurs are appreciative with what the 
town id doing to help them and he hopes to find middle ground. He spoke on a letter circulating 
recommending a short term extension to late spring.

Abby Swain spoke on the loss of sidewalk space and accessibility issues with these structures.

Ailish Gilligan said she feels that now is not the appropriate time to discuss a fee structure. There is not 
enough data at this point to calculate the fee structure. Trends suggest restaurants are flat and 
predicting a downturn in customer seating this winter. Outdoor seating is keeping them afloat. Ability 
issues cannot generalized that it is site specific.

Board member Aschkenasy noted there are some accessibility issues involved; intent and impact are 
two very different things.

The consensuses of the board is the fees are too high right now. Board member Fernandez would like 
adopt the fee structure now and vote again before making any increases.

On motion it was,

Voted to extend the deadline from January 1, 2022 to April 1, 2022 for nonconforming
outdoor dining structures to come into compliance with the Town’s Outdoor Dining Program
Regulations and Guidelines.

Voted to approve the presented Outdoor Dining Program Regulations and Guidelines (including fees),
scheduled to take effect on April 1, 2022, with Select Board amendments*that the Select Board 
approve any fee increase prior to the effective date.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, Miriam Hamilton
Against John VanScoyoc

WARRANT ARTICLES PUBLIC HEARING - SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 1

Public Hearing, discussion and possible vote on the following Warrant Articles for the November 16, 2021 
Fall Town Meeting (STM1):

WA 10 - Hybrid Town Meeting

3.A.
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  Deputy Town Administrator Melissa Goff noted this is a Select Board sponsored article for Home Rule          
petition to allow the town to hold a hybrid Town Meeting. The Advisory Committee voted favorable 
action.

Public hearing:  no speakers

On motion it was,

Voted 5-0 Favorable Action on WA 10.

 Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS

The following candidates for appointment/reappointment to Boards and Commissions:

Housing Advisory Board

  On motion it was,
  Voted to appoint Ginny Vaz to the Housing Authority Board for a term ending August 31, 2023 or until a 
successor can be appointed.

 Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Hamilton

There being no further business, the Chair ended the meeting at 9:00pm.

ATTEST

3.A.
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MINUTES

SELECT BOARD

09/28/2021
6:00 PM VIA ZOOM REMOTE MEETING

Present: Select Board Member, Heather Hamilton, Select 
Board Member, Bernard W. Greene, Select Board 
Member Raul Fernandez, Select Board Member 
John VanScoyoc, Select Board Member Miriam 
Aschkenasy

ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES

Discussion of the request to release executive session meeting minutes on the litigation strategy in the 
case of Alston v. Town of Brookline, USDC Case No. 1:15-cv-13987

Chair Hamilton announced that there has been a public records request for executive session meeting 
minutes relating to the Gerald Alston case. She explained the discussion to not release those minutes at this 
time.
Pat Mahoney has been appointed as Acting Public Health Director
Hidden Brookline will join the Florida Ruffin Ridley School for an upcoming event
Mothers Out Front will hold a Gas Leaks Rally at the Ridley School October 15th 
Congratulations to Shawn O’Neal on her accomplishments and civic participation in the town
Board member Greene spoke about the upcoming October 5, Town Meeting and the combined reports; he 
indicated he was not involved on the vote on the Alston case. He noted the “hate Brookline talk”; he feels 
Brookline is a good and progressive in town matters of race, policing and other issues. The town has made 
some mistakes and we acknowledged them. He also spoke on his concern that the recent census indicates 
that black residents are moving out; we need to address this.
Shout out to Team Brookline as they prepare for the Boston Marathon 
The Brookline Teen Center will hold their block party Friday October 1 from 1-3 pm.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Peter Moyer asked the Board to consider a half time position of a Medical Director of the Brookline 
Department of Public Health to be funded by ARPA funds.

Mike Toffel spoke on the October TM related to the Gerald Alston settlement. The Select Board should 
include in their remarks:

1. Does the Town have insurance against staff or others engaging in discriminatory behavior
2. Does the Town have insurance against wrongful termination
3. What HR practices are in place so the town does not find itself in this position again
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MISCELLANEOUS

Question of approving the following meeting minutes:
September 14, 2021
September 20, 2021

On motion it was,
Voted to approve the meeting minutes of September 14, 2021 as amended
Voted to approve the meeting minutes of September 20, 2021.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

PIERCE SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE
Question of approving the new voting members to the Pierce School Building Committee:

Lesley Ryan-Miller
Samuel Rippin

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the new voting members to the Pierce School Building Committee:
Lesley Ryan-Miller
Samuel Rippin
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE
Question of approving the authorization to hire requests for the following positions in the Department of 
Public Works:
Environmental, Health and Safety Officer – DPW Central Administration – New Position
Gardener-Laborer – Parks and Open Space Division

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the authorization to hire requests for the following positions in the Department of 
Public Works:
Environmental, Health and Safety Officer – DPW Central Administration – New Position
Gardener-Laborer – Parks and Open Space Division
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

AUTHORIZATIONS TO HIRE
Question of approving the authorization to hire request for a Reference Librarian 1 (K-06).

Question of approving the authorization to hire request for a Data Administrator (T-10) in the Digital 
Services Division of the IT Department.

Question of approving the authorization to hire request for a Public Health Specialist (GN-10) in the 
Environmental Health division of the Health and Human Services Department.

3.A.
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On motion it was,

1. Voted to approve the authorization to hire request for a Reference Librarian 1 (K-06).
2. Voted to approve the authorization to hire request for a Data Administrator (T-10) in 

the Digital Services Division of the IT Department
3. Voted to approve the authorization to hire request for a Public Health Specialist (GN-

10) in the Environmental Health division of the Health and Human Services 
Department

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

APPLICATION TO THE MASSACHUSETTS HOUSING PARTNERSHIP FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
Question of authorizing the Chair to execute an application to the Massachusetts Housing Partnership for 
technical assistance to the ZBA and Planning Department to facilitate their review of 40B Comprehensive 
Permit applications.

On motion it was,

Voted to authorize the Chair to execute an application to the Massachusetts Housing Partnership for technical 
assistance to the ZBA and Planning Department to facilitate their review of 40B Comprehensive Permit 
applications.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

GMP CO # 15/ PCCO 022 FOR THE BROOKLINE HIGH SCHOOL
Question of approving GMP CO # 15/ PCCO 022 for the Brookline High School Expansion with Skanska in the 
amount of $0.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve GMP CO # 15/ PCCO 022 for the Brookline High School Expansion with Skanska in the 
amount of $0.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

CHANGE ORDER 3
Question of approving Change Order 3 for the Brookline High School Expansion- Deferred Maintenance with 
NB Kenney in the a mount of $18,185.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve Change Order 3 for the Brookline High School Expansion- Deferred Maintenance with  NB 
Kenney in the a mount of $18,185.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

AMENDMENT #24
Question of approving Amendment #24 for Additional Design Services for 3rd floor Renovation of the 
Brookline High School Expansion with William Rawn Associates in the amount of $387,450.

3.A.
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On motion it was,

Voted to approve Amendment #24 for Additional Design Services for 3rd floor Renovation of the Brookline 
High School Expansion with William Rawn Associates in the amount of $387,450
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

CHANGE ORDER #2
Question of approving change order #2 to the contract between the Gilbane Building Company and the Town 
of Brookline in the amount of $5,339.00 for the Driscoll School Project for electrical and fire alarm changes 
requested by the Brookline Fire Department.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve change order #2 to the contract between the Gilbane Building Company and the Town of 
Brookline in the amount of $5,339.00 for the Driscoll School Project for electrical and fire alarm changes 
requested by the Brookline Fire Department.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

AMENDMENT #2
Question of approving amendment #2 to the contract with Miller Dyer Spears, Inc. for additional survey work 
in the Town Hall/Library/Pierce School Garage complex for the Pierce School Project in the amount of 
$26,400.00.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve amendment #2 to the contract with Miller Dyer Spears, Inc. for additional survey work in the 
Town Hall/Library/Pierce School Garage complex for the Pierce School Project in the amount of $26,400.00.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

GIFT
Question of accepting a gift from The Brookline Library Foundation for the Public Library of Brookline in the 
amount of $15,000 to purchase and install furniture for the newly established Children’s Garden at the 
Brookline Village location.

On motion it was 

Voted to accept a gift from The Brookline Library Foundation for the Public Library of Brookline in the amount 
of $15,000 to purchase and install furniture for the newly established Children’s Garden at the Brookline 
Village location.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

ALTERNATE MANAGER
Question of approving the application for an Alternate Manager at NETA; John Bogdan.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the application for an Alternate Manager at NETA; John Bogdan
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy
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TEMPORARY WINE AND MALT BEVERAGES NON SALES LICENSE
Question of approving a Temporary Wine and Malt Beverages Non Sales License to The Larz Anderson 
Auto Museum to be held on Saturday, October 2, 2021 for Wedding Reception from 5:30PM – 11:00PM 
at 15 Newton Street. 125 people expected to attend.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve a Temporary Wine and Malt Beverages Non Sales License to The Larz Anderson Auto 
Museum to be held on Saturday, October 2, 2021 for Wedding Reception from 5:30PM – 11:00PM at 
15 Newton Street. 125 people expected to attend.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

CALENDAR

BEAUTIFY BROOKLINE PROGRAM PRESENTATION

Presentation and possible vote on the Beautify Brookline Program.
DPW Commissioner, Erin Gallentine made a presentation on a public private partnership program, 
Beautify Brookline. Improvements will be provided in various public and gateway areas. The program 
is intended to rebuild, restore and revitalized specific spaces along the public way. Sponsors will be 
acknowledged through signage. 

Some board members expressed some concerns on the logistics and some local super signs that  
have gone awry. Should this be an advertising trade off with little oversight and commercializing the 
towns open spaces?

Commissioner Gallentine responded if a sponsor is not progressing in the best interest of the town, 
we could make some changes accordingly. She added there is a termination clause if a participant is 
not working out. There was a question on equity participation. Ms. Gallentine reviewed some 
outreach intentions.

On motion it was,

1. Voted, approval of the Beautify Brookline Program as presented by the Commissioner of 
Public Works and the encouragement of businesses, organizations and residents to 
participate in the public-private partnership as a means to support the community and build 
civic pride.

2. Voted to establish a Special Civic Space Beautification Fund SWC6 for the acceptance and 
use of donations, gifts, grants, funds and sponsorships for the improvement, maintenance 
and care of designated traffic circles and islands, small green open spaces, commercial areas, 
civic spaces, and other special spaces within and along the public right-of-way to be 
expended under the direction of the Commissioner of Public Works.

3. Voted, authorization to install signage in recognition of the Town’s program partners and 
delegate authority to the Commissioner of Public Works to oversee and implement the 
design and installation of signage for the program. Recognition, unless requested to be 
anonymous, is important to many sponsors as it acknowledges the individual, business, 
agency or organization’s contributions, and commitment to the Town. It will also encourage 
others to join and participate in the program.

3.A.
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4.  Voted, authorization for the Commissioner of Public Works to administer and amend the
program and the Town Administrator to sign subsequent MOA/Agreements as
reviewed and approved by Town Counsel’s Office and the Commissioner of Public Works.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS - INTERVIEWS

The following candidates for appointment/reappointment to Boards and Commissions will appear 
for interview:

Brookline Village Parking Benefit District Advisory Board
Emily Jacobsen is a new applicant and a Structural Engineer, and a resident of Brookline Village. She 
would like to see improvements to Brookline village notably for pedestrians. She noted the Starbucks 
pocket park and that is something that could be expanded in the area.

Planning Board
Arjun Mande withdrawn

GRANT OF LOCATION EVERSOURCE - PUBLIC HEARING

Question of approving the grant of location request from NStar Electric Company d/b/a Eversource 
Energy for permission to construct, and a location for, such a line of conduits and manholes with the 
necessary cables therein under the following public way:

Reservoir Road – conduit running northwesterly from existing manhole #MH18688 at the intersection 
with Boylston Street a distance of about 16 feet to new manhole# MH30761

Commissioner Gallentine reviewed the application. She added that no gas leaks were identified at the 
location. 

Public hearing 

Board member VanScoyoc asked if there are any public benefits and/or shadowing work attached. 
Emily Jacobsen asked about pedestrian friendly lighting as a benefit.  

Kelly Ann Correia from Eversource added that she will refer this to their government affairs; she 
noted that in some instances public benefits are provided.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the grant of location request from NStar Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy 
for permission to construct, and a location for, such a line of conduits and manholes with the 
necessary cables therein under the following public way:

Reservoir Road – conduit running northwesterly from existing manhole #MH18688 at the intersection 
with Boylston Street a distance of about 16 feet to new manhole# MH30761

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy
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Page: 16



In Select Board
09/28/2021
Page 7 of 14

GRANT OF LOCATION VERIZON - PUBLIC HEARING

Question of approving the grant of location request from Verizon New England Inc. for permission to 
construct, and a location for, such a line of conduits and manholes with the necessary cables therein 
under the following public way(s):

Egmont Street – conduit easterly from existing manhole# 38/143 at the intersection with St. Paul Street a 
distance of about 325 feet thence turning and running southerly a distance of about 18 feet to an 
existing handhole.

Commissioner Gallentine reviewed the application.

James Delturrondo from Verizon added that there will be a shadow conduit installed.

Board member VanScoyoc explained that the town may need a conduit for its own purposes at some 
point; this allows the town to use the extra conduit if needed.

Public hearing: no speakers

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the grant of location request from Verizon New England Inc. for permission to 
construct, and a location for, such a line of conduits and manholes with the necessary cables therein 
under the following public way(s):

Egmont Street – conduit easterly from existing manhole# 38/143 at the intersection with St. Paul Street a 
distance of about 325 feet thence turning and running southerly a distance of about 18 feet to an 
existing handhole.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS – APPOINTMENTS  *taken out of order

The following candidates for appointment/reappointment to Boards and Commissions:

Housing Advisory Board

On motion it was,

Voted to reappoint Roger Blood to the Housing Advisory Board for a term ending August 31, 2024 or 
until a successor can be appointed.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

Planning Board
  
   On motion it was,

3.A.
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Voted to reappoint Blair Hines to the Planning Board for a term ending August 31, 2024 or until a 
successor can be appointed.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

WARRANT ARTICLES PUBLIC HEARING

Public Hearing, discussion and possible vote on the following Warrant Articles for the November 16, 
2021 Fall Town Meeting (STM1):

Warrant Article 5 - 60-64 Harvard Easement
Warrant Article 6 - Sidewalk Obstruction
Warrant Article 11 - Home Rule Quorum
Warrant Article 12 - Reso Hybrid Meeting
Warrant Article 13 - Roll call votes
Warrant Article 17 - Composting
Warrant Article 18 - Low Carbon Concrete

Warrant Article 5 - 60-64 Harvard Easement

Commissioner Gallentine introduced Director of Engineering and Transportation Robert King.

Rob King explained this is a housekeeping item related to work in 1997 at the student pick up and drop 
off location by the Pierce School. At that time, an entrance was relocated and both the town and the 
private parties agreed upon it.  The town provided an access easement which was not documented. This 
article will provide that easement.

Board member Greene asked Bernard asked if it would restrict the design of the Pierce School. Mr. King 
responded that he is working with Town Counsel, and if modifications are needed at some point, we will 
work with the property owners to relocate the easement.

Attorney Jennifer Gilbert added that she will provide the Select Board with an easement agreement with 
language that acknowledges the Pierce School project and good faith language related to that. She 
explained that when the town decided to block access out of the public way, they were obligated to 
record it; that did not happen. When her client went to sell the property, there was no title; that is how 
it was recently discovered. This a housekeeping matter.

Public hearing: No speakers

The Chair closed the hearing.

Warrant Article 6 - Sidewalk Obstruction

Commissioner Gallentine reviewed that this article is to modify bylaw section 7.5.11 to provide amended 
and clarified language on sidewalk obstructions. 
She provided a presentation:

 Problems with overgrown foliage is the biggest citizen complaint
 Tree roots, signposts, hydrants, etc. are included but the focus of warrant is on vegetation.
 Does not explicitly prohibit vegetation sidewalk obstructions

3.A.
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 Amendment offers clarity to current language
 Includes additional time to  become compliant in some cases
 Reviewed violations/warning/violation notice/certified letter

Public hearing
1. Regina Frawley spoke on the concept in small zoning areas that were built when people had only 

one car; we now see cars protruding onto the sidewalk with additional cars.
2. David Trevvett spoke in support as Chair of Pedestrian Sidewalk Committee. The committee 

worked on this extensively and submitted their findings. 
3. Abby Swain noted the current bylaw is outdated and in need of updates. This revision is needed 

for pedestrians, wheelchairs and other mobility devices to have proper access to public 
sidewalks. 

Board member Fernandez asked how rental properties would be managed. He added this is our 
responsibility as a town to provide safe passage on public ways.
 Commissioner Gallentine responded if there is a condo association, they get notified. With other multi 
units properties, all the tenants get noticed as well as the property owner. She added that there has 
been an increase in compliance since that practice started.

The Chair closed the hearing.

  
Warrant Article 11 - Home Rule Quorum

Co-petitioner Bonnie Bastien reviewed the resolution that seeks home rule petition to exempt Brookline 
from the meeting quorum requirements that require a quorum to be in person; one of them needs to be 
the Chair. She explained that because of the remote access during the pandemic, there has been a 
significant increase in public participation.

Chair Hamilton noted the lengthy process going the Home Rule Route and although she supports the 
idea, but she feels taking the form of a home rule petition is the wrong way to influence; this should 
belong in the State Legislator. She does not disagree with the intention.

Public hearing

1. Sara Kaplan, Brookline’s ADA Coordinator spoke in support of the article. She added that the 
Open Meeting Law still requires that an in person quorum are met in order for members to 
request virtual access. She is concerned with what will happen when the Covid emergency is 
lifted. In-person meetings are not practicable for those with disabilities and we need options. 

Chair Hamilton closed the hearing.

Warrant Article 12 - Reso Hybrid Meeting

Co-petitioner Bonnie Bastien reviewed that this article is a resolution related to hybrid meetings. 

3.A.
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The State of Emergency Open Meeting Law created increased participation in town government.  A 
hybrid meeting approach will help those with childcare, health challenges, disabilities or others that 
cannot easily make in person meetings. We must not return to an inequitable path.

The article also directs the town to provide audiovisual accessibility for all public body meetings subject 
to Open Meeting Law (OML), and to extend the option for fully remote participation in such meetings, 
which would otherwise not be possible once Massachusetts' emergency OML provisions expire. She 
indicated that town staff would need to be trained on the technology in efforts to activate and 
deactivate the technology. She anticipates the startup cost for equipment, installation and training to be 
$160k, and an addition $70k for two staff people for off- hours assistance. Federal ARPA funds could 
support some of these requests.  

Board member VanScoyoc noted that remote access is here to stay. He is concerned of going too far 
down the road in deciding for others that this is how you should do it. Here is where you put cameras, 
how many people to hire; this is an evolving situation that we need to figure out as we go. 

Ms. Bastien added the article does not prescribe the staffing.  

Chair Hamilton supports a hybrid meeting option but the sticking point is in the how. We hear that staff 
is overtaxed, and this article is seeking real money that we will need to find. She is concerned should this 
article pass there would be an expectation that this will happen very soon, which is not likely. She added 
there are many town Boards and Commissions that are not staff supported, and it may be a lot to ask 
our volunteers to train on technology; this could deter some committee members.

It was discussed that remote meetings have been in PILOT mode for some time; we have seen the 
benefits and drawbacks. A hybrid meeting has not yet been utilized. How does the town make the 
commitment long term. The board also discussed the financial commitments, staffing and training. It was 
also noted that ARPA funds could be used to purchase the technology. A conference room would need 
to be secured whether or not anyone shows up in person.

Public hearing: 

1. Kate Silbaugh spoke in support of remote participation because it is more inclusive. She also 
spoke about transparency issues that are created when meetings are done online. People are 
deliberating on their phones etc.; and that is not transparent. 

The Chair closed the hearing.

Warrant Article 13 - Roll call votes

Co-petitioner Mike Toffel reviewed that this article amends the bylaws requiring all votes taken by all 
public bodies be recorded roll call votes. This is to provide simple transparency and accountability 
measures. He indicated that the Select Board already practices this.

The board discussed recourse; what happens if a committee is not in compliance.

Mr. Toffel added many boards post minutes months after their meeting occurred. A remedy would be 
that the Select Board work with staff to change practices and address noncompliance immediately. In 
remote meetings, a roll call is required. It was noted that minute approval can be an unanimous vote.

3.A.
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Board member Aschkenasy offered Otter a program that transcribes meetings. There could be easy 
solutions to make this doable; she supports the article.

Public hearing

2. Regina Frawley spoke on an incident when a committee did not follow proper protocol and 
decline to rectify it.  Committee Chairs should get instructions on what is expected of them.

3. Neil Gordon noted that the Advisory Committee has adopted this practice. There are many small 
committees so this task should not be onerous. He feels that a unanimous vote should suffice.

4. David Trevvett noted as a committee member he does not have the ability to post minutes on 
the town’s website. He must submit them to staff and staff is shorthanded.

5. Mr. Toffel responded the language includes except when approving minutes or at discretion of 
the chair administrative matters.

Board remember VanScoyoc asked why this has to be a bylaw; why not sit down and talk to those not in 
compliance.

Chair Hamilton closed the hearing.

Warrant Article 17 – Composting

Co-petitioner Paul explained that Brookline has a zero waste framework recently drafted by the 
Department of Public Works. It was noticed that the timeframe is divided by three years, some with a 
20-year initiative. One implement is mandatory composting which he believes will start in 2024-2026. 
This article asks the town to sponsor an initiative to do this earlier. Convene a public body to research 
and submit a plan to being this initiative forward in the framework plan.

Co petitioner Douglas Plante reiterated the focus is to advance this goal.

Chair Hamilton noted, in summary you are urging someone else to figure out why we are holding off 
implementation of a program.

Paul Hsieh responded we are not saying you are avoiding doing this; only that it could be started sooner 
rather than later. It may be worth convening a panel of people to look into it. The Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee indicated they do not have the bandwidth to work on this, so perhaps another volunteer 
committee could be formed to work with SWAC.

Board member Aschkenasy added a private entity might have done this kind of research already. This 
may be worth exploring.

Commissioner Gallentine responded that the DPW is in full support of expanding organic collection. A 
framework has been established to work together with SWAC and establish long-term goals in order to 
move the needle. There is a tremendous amount of work to do. They remain committed to this and 
made a commitment this year to look at full composting in all the schools, which is a huge initiative. This 
part of the big picture vision and she does not feel this is the right time to do this. We need to increase 
staff and backfill vacancies. She acknowledged that climate change is time sensitive, but we need to do 
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this over time and successfully. She worries the DPW will be put in a position to do something they are 
not able in implement. This article takes our work plan in middle of projection and pulls it out front. 

Public comment

1. Regina frawley spoke on the cost of the composting bins and those not able to get one should 
not be punished; some may not be able to comply. 

2. Neil Gordon spoke in support; no question DPW works hard, and noted that the original warrant 
draft had more mandated language that was removed. If any dates are too tight they can be 
amended.  This only urges research and reporting. 

Board member Fernandez feels this article may not be as strongly written as could be. It is specific and is 
not viewed as endorsed by the DPW. The petitioner’s goal is to urge others to move this forward, are 
there any commitments from other entities; can we direct SWAC to engage in the investigation or 
provide a consultant to work on this?

Mr. Hsieh reiterated that we are calling for the town appoint a group to prepare a concrete proposal. 
Until there is something concrete, people can’t vote on it. We are trying to provide models think will 
work; we can’t get behind a plan if there is not one. 

Board member Greene noticed that an occurring theme is we do not have enough staff to do a,b,c.  At 
some point, the town is going to have to come up with a plan to fully staff the town. We are operating 
on a small town model with the demand of all the things asked of us. This comes up in every aspect in 
town government and need to be addressed. 

Board member VanScoyoc offered an approach to private entries to see if they can expand their 
customer base. There will be some that can’t afford the service and we will need to figure out how to 
support that. He suggested using water rates to fund the program. If you are not composting, it goes into 
the kitchen sink disposal which is not a good thing.

Chair Hamilton added she is troubled that staff is working on the issue with a plan in place, and this 
disrupts that. Funding is also a concern.

Mr. Hsieh responded he believes there are people in the community that could work on this.

The Chair closed the hearing.

Warrant Article 18 - Low Carbon Concrete

Petitioner Ira Krepchin reviewed that this article calls on the town to use low carbon concrete to help 
achieve its town’s goals to reduce its carbon footprint.  Concrete is the biggest source of carbon, each 
ton add together 7-10% worldwide gas emissions. He reviewed various research and environmental 
reports that support the article and reflect on the increase of greenhouse gas emissions caused by 
cement and concrete.

That the Town of Brookline use currently available low-carbon concrete products wherever feasible and 
encourage developers to do the same for any new construction. For this proposal, low-carbon products 
are defined as those that produce at least 10 percent less carbon dioxide emissions in their production 
and use than products made with conventional Portland cement. The town will also provide a low-carbon 
fact sheet to potential bidders.

3.A.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Town recycle old concrete wherever possible. 

Commissioner Gallentine indicated that the DPW has been thinking about these goals.

Rob King, Director of Engineering added that he has had a conversation with DPW staff to determine if 
they can source the material and install it safely; this will be a test, if it works great we will have a test 
point, if not we go from there. They hope to test it before the season ends to see how it holds up in the 
winter months.

Kevin Johnson, Director of Highways added he has researched present vendors that are currently 
making different batches for low carbon concrete.  At this point, they are at 16% reduction, which is a 
little more than the article is asking for. Price cost is about the same per yard as we are paying now. 
Their goal to do a stretch of sidewalk to see both our standard spec now against the low carbon 
concrete and see how it reacts over the winter.

Public comment:

Lisa Cunningham asked if this article addresses buildings as well. Mr. Krepchin responded yes. Ms. 
Cunningham noted that buildings are 2/3 carbon emissions, here we can achieve carbon reduction using 
low carbon concrete.

The Chair closed the hearing

There being no further business, the Chair ended the meeting at 10:00 pm 

ATTEST
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From:                                 Gerry Kelly
Sent:                                  Thu, 23 Sep 2021 18:04:11 +0000
To:                                      Leigh M. Jackson
Subject:                             FW: Donation Question
Attachments:                   SL02 PARK & REC GIFTS.pdf

 
 

From: Jan LaVoie <jlavoie@brooklinema.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 22, 2021 4:21 PM
To: Gerry Kelly <gkelly@brooklinema.gov>; Melissa Goff <mgoff@brooklinema.gov>
Subject: FW: Donation Question
 
Hi Gerry,
 
We have an old fund for Park and Rec gifts that has been inactive for some time. Let’s re-activate the 
fund, SL02, see attached BOS vote from May, 1990. 
 
When Leigh goes before the SB to have the donations accepted, all donations must be accepted 
regardless of amount, she should have the language of the fund changed to remove the reference to “for 
the summer of 1990”.  All future accepted donations can be deposited to and expended from SL02. 
 
Does this work for everyone?
 
Thanks,
 
Jan
 
 
From: Michael DiPietro <mdipietro@brooklinema.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 22, 2021 4:04 PM
To: Jan LaVoie <jlavoie@brooklinema.gov>
Subject: RE: Donation Question
 
Yes that sounds best.
 
 

From: Jan LaVoie <jlavoie@brooklinema.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 22, 2021 4:00 PM
To: Michael DiPietro <mdipietro@brooklinema.gov>
Subject: RE: Donation Question
 
From: Michael DiPietro <mdipietro@brooklinema.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 22, 2021 3:49 PM
To: Jan LaVoie <jlavoie@brooklinema.gov>
Subject: RE: Donation Question
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I suppose it’s generic enough, wish it didn’t say summer of 1990. I know!
 
But it was for general gifts for rec programs.  They don’t have any other existing gift account rather than 

have another? Not really. We have deposited private grant revenue to the 
482010 object in SL04 after it was accepted by the SB.
 

What if we have Leigh go before the SB to have these accepted into 
fund SL02 and have them update the language so that any 
gifts/donations can be deposited there. All donations should be 
accepted by the SB regardless of amount.
 
 
 
 
 
From: Jan LaVoie <jlavoie@brooklinema.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 22, 2021 3:39 PM
To: Michael DiPietro <mdipietro@brooklinema.gov>
Subject: FW: Donation Question
 
Hi,
 
What do you think about re-activating fund SL02 for these small donations?
 
Attached is the original  BOS vote.
 
 
 
From: Gerry Kelly <gkelly@brooklinema.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 22, 2021 3:33 PM
To: Melissa Goff <mgoff@brooklinema.gov>; Jan LaVoie <jlavoie@brooklinema.gov>
Subject: Donation Question
 
Hello Melissa and Jan:
 
We have received a couple of donations from residents for our Therapeutic Rec division and Leigh was 
going to eventually get on the SB agenda to get approval to accept, but I wanted to check in with you to 
see if all donations need to go in front of the SB or is there a monetary limit it needs to hit before going 
to SB.  We have 4 checks and the highest amount is for $50.00.
 
Thank you!
 
Gerry Kelly
Business Manager 

3.B.
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Brookline Recreation
133 Eliot Street
Brookline, MA 02467
Website www.brooklinerec.com
Phone (617)730-2069
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Memorandum 

To:    Supt Mark Morgan 

CC:     

From:    Lt Paul J. Cullinane 

Date:    9/24/2021 

Re:    Raesia Straker/Alternate Manager NETA 

Sir, 

 

Ms. Raesia Straker, , has submitted an 

application to be approved as an Alternate Manager/Marijuana Dispensary. Ms. 

Straker, a Massachusetts native has been employed by New England Treatment 

Access (NETA) since September 2021. She has six years of previous management 

experience in other retail sales industries. 

 

 A check of his Criminal History Record reveals no disqualifying information, 

and an in-house check of her name reveals no significant occurrences.  She has also 

submitted two letters of recommendation 

 

 Ms. Straker appears to be a suitable applicant for employment as an Alternate 

Manager at New England Treatment Access (NETA).  
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Assistant Store Manager NETA Brookline
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Memorandum 

To:    Chief Mark P. Morgan 

CC:     

From:    Lt Paul J. Cullinane 

Date:    9/24/2021 

Re:    Kieondre Woody/ Alternate Manager MISSION  

Sir, 

 

Mr. Kieondre Woody, has submitted an 

application to be approved as an Alternate Manager/Marijuana Dispensary. 

Mr.Woody has been employed by 4Front Ventures (MISSION) since October 2021. 

Prior to that, Mr. Woody has been employed in other Marijuana businesses since 

2021. Mr. Woody’s experience in the Marijuana industry includes Sales and 

Cultivation, with management experience in both. 

 

 A check of his Criminal History Record reveals no disqualifying information, 

and an in-house check of his name reveals no significant occurrences.  He has also 

submitted several letters of recommendation. 

 

 Mr. Woody appears to be a suitable applicant for employment as the 

Dispensary Manager at 4Front Ventures DBA Mission.  

 

 

 

Kieondre Woody 

MJ License Retailer B140815 
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TOWN OF BROOKLINE 
dv(a:ssachusetts 

MARIJUANNA RETAILER 
MANAGER/ALTERNATE MANAGER 

APPLICATION 

LICENSE NAME: fYl 1~5 t' t»> ff\Pr I.NC- · DISPENSARY NAME: (Y\ ,'S!:.,'ON 
ADDRESS: )o?~ l.o,a.~oMl)tp..\~ li\Jl ~"1tt.. f3 , io«d,•h P./t O?~ 15" 

MANAGER INFORMATION: 

NAME:\h •to,JM{. Woo~, CELLPHONE  

HOURS PER WEEKY O U.S. CITIZEN NO 
CCC CREDENTIAL NUMBER \3 )~ Ctn\ S' 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

A. Do you now, or have you ever, held a direct or ind~neficial or financial interest in a 
Marijuana Dispensary? YES 
If Yes, please describe:, ______________ _ 

B. Have you ever been a Manager of Record of a Mar?Ed1· etail License which has been 
suspended, revoked or cancelled? YES NO 
Please list your employment for the past ten years ates, Employer, Positon Held ! 

Public Safety Building 350 Washington Street, Brookline, Massachusetts 02445 
"T'l - 1- -L- - - ,1r1-n ..,.,n '"'" An ,A. r, ___ ; _ :, _ ..,.,,. O A C'A 
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TOWN OF BROOKLINE 
oU'aYscrchusetts 

MARIJUANNA RETAILER 
MANAGER/ALTERNATE MANAGER 

LICENSE INTERVIEW FORM 

NAME: U,'eotJc:1rc \Jupo9, ... / 
ADDREss: 
c1rv /TOWN: 'Bos.\-o r-.> 

E-MAIL: ½i'!o~e~~ f) /l,ltSS1o~cw,LoM 
CELL PHONE:  
PLACE OF 81TH:  

FATHERS NAME: MOTHERS NAME {MAIDEN):  
UNITED STATES C-IT-1-ZE_N_S_TA_T_U_S:- @ NO 

YES @ VETERENS STATUS: 

RESIDENCES {LAST FIVE YEARS): 

EDUCATION: 

~t'IWL.. ~l~h ~t~I k~ - ~lo 
8 t"oN<9vsc.. (ohr, Co}\e<jt °?-elo- ?ol').. 

Public Safety Building 350 Washington Street, Brookline, Massachusetts 02445 
'T' - 1--L--- JL-lfllf\ .,,,n ""At\ .4. TI---!-!1- JL1"1'\ .,,,n OAC'A 
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TOWN OF BROOKLINE 
cifa:sscrchusetts 
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Memorandum 

To:    Chief Mark P. Morgan 

CC:     

From:    Lt Paul J. Cullinane 

Date:    9/24/2021 

Re:    Thomas Carlo Light-Lookner / Manager MISSION  

Sir, 

 

Mr. Thomas Carlo Light-Lookner (Carlo), , has 

submitted an application to be approved as the Manager/Marijuana Dispensary. Mr. 

Lookner has been employed by 4Front Ventures (MISSION) since April 2019. Prior 

to that, Mr. Lookner has been employed in other retail sales businesses. 

 

 A check of his Criminal History Record reveals no disqualifying information, 

and an in-house check of his name reveals no significant occurrences.  He has also 

submitted several letters of recommendation. 

 

 Mr. Lookner appears to be a suitable applicant for employment as the 

Dispensary Manager at 4Front Ventures DBA Mission.  

 

Carlo Lookner 

MJ Retail Sales License B127027 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANNABIS LICENSING 
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Memorandum  

  

To: Select Board 

From: Mel Kleckner, Town Administrator 

Subject: Director of Planning and Community Development Appointment  

Date: Friday, October 1, 2021 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

       

I am pleased to recommend for the Select Board’s approval the appointment of Kara Brewton, 

PE, to become the Town’s next Director of Planning and Community Development.  This 

department head vacancy is created by Alison Seinfeld’s impending retirement.  Ms. Brewton 

has served as director of the Department’s Economic Development and Long-Term Planning 

Division since 2008.  She also served as the Acting Planning and Community Development 

Director during the last transition in 2012-2013.  

 

It is my practice and the Town’s custom to engage in a robust and competitive process to hire 

department heads.  This typically involves the convening of a screening panel and other aspects 

to assist me in evaluating candidates for these important positions.  In rare cases, I waive this 

process when conditions warrant it.  In this case, I consider Kara Brewton’s long and successful 

tenure with the Town and her outstanding qualifications (see resume’ attached) as justification 

for her appointment at this time.  As you know, the Planning Department is in the midst of 

dealing with many pressing and controversial community issues including the intensity and scale 

of development, affordable housing, climate adaptation and parking capacity. Having interim 

leadership will limit the Department’s ability to tackle these issues.  In addition, there are several 

open department head positions whose competitive recruitment processes will consume my time 

and energy. 

 

 
TOWN of BROOKLINE   

Massachusetts 
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We are fortunate to have experienced and dedicated division directors who can ably fill this role.  

However, only one can serve as Director and I believe Kara Brewton is best suited to assume this 

role at this time.   

 

I propose that this appointment be made effective on October 9, 2021.  Thank you for your 

consideration of this recommendation.  
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Kara Brewton, PE  

Accomplishments 

Economic Development Director / Town of Brookline, MA                   NOV 2008 – PRESENT 

ALSO SERVED AS INTERIM DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT       2012-2013 

Manage the Economic Development & Long-Term Planning Division. Responsible for commercial property 

tax growth, business assistance, and initiatives related to long-term planning.  

 Supervise two project managers responsible for a variety of projects and programs:  

- public processes leading to new commercial development ($7.7 Million of new annual 

tax revenue in addition to infrastructure mitigation payments, public use of private 

property, local-first employment agreements) 

- streetscape improvements 

- corridor planning studies 

- façade loan program 

- technical business assistance 

- Community Development Block Grant Economic Development programs and grants  

 Negotiated with solar developer and coordinated with multiple Town Departments and the Public 

Schools of Brookline for solar power purchase agreements on six municipal/school rooftops 

 Led multiple strategic plans and property acquisition studies requiring consultant management, 

community engagement, and multi-Department working groups (e.g., Strategic Asset Plan and 

Major Parcel Study, feasibility and site selection for an additional elementary school, analysis prior 

to decision to acquire site for high school expansion by eminent domain) 

 Gained Town Meeting approvals for zoning and other regulatory changes to permit: shared car 

organizations such as ZipCar, cannabis operators, residential-scale ground-mounted solar panels, 

year-round outdoor restaurant seating, home rule petition for additional liquor licenses 

 Sought out and negotiated a short-term lease agreement with the American Repertoire Theatre to 

use a Town building for their “Sleep No More” participatory theatre production in 2009, including 

local restaurant partnerships and funding for maintenance and utilities 

 

Project Manager / Thorndike Development, Norton, MA                     JUN 2004 – NOV 2008 

Real Estate Development & Construction Company; promoted from Assistant Project Manager in 2006. 

Led master planning of proposed mixed-use development “1021 Kingston’s Place”, in Kingston, MA. 

Obtained Town Meeting and State approvals for a Smart Growth Overlay District (40R). Researched 

municipal impacts, gathered support from community groups, drafted Design Standards, assisted with 

agreement negotiations including a water and sewer infrastructure agreement with the Town of Kingston. 

 

Independent Consultant / Medford, MA                    JUL 2002 – JUN 2004 

While in graduate school, hired by multiple clients to conduct feasibility studies, wetland delineation, and 

concept planning for retail up to 200,000 square feet in size and 1-acre industrial brownfield site.  

508-802-2630  

kbrewton@brooklinema.gov  

https:/www.linkedin.com/in/karabrewton  
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Environmental Planner / Carter & Burgess, Cambridge, MA                   MAR 1999 - JUL 2002 

Designed grading and stormwater site plans, delineated wetlands; drafted feasibility studies and led local 

and state permitting for retail projects ranging from 12,000 to 170,000 square feet and industrial 

distribution center expansions throughout New England.  

 

Project Manager / Watts & Browning, Atlanta, GA                                  FEB 1998 – MAR 1999 

Designed civil engineering plans for subdivisions and a 200-unit apartment complex. 

 

Civil Engineer-in-Training / Piedmont Design, Lawrenceville, GA   JUN 1997 – JAN 1998 

Designed subdivision, permitting and construction plans for 80+ acre residential developments. 

Education 

GARE & Racial Equity Group Training/ Fall 2018, Summer 2021 
Supervisory Leadership Development Program / MA Municipal Assoc. –  Collins 

 Center for Public Management, UMass Boston Partnership, Fall 2014 

Master of Urban Planning / Harvard Graduate School of Design, May 2004 

Bachelor Civil Engineering / Georgia Institute of Technology, May 1997 

Professional Organizations & Awards 

Development Conference Co-Presenter at:  

 2016 Architecture Boston Expo (ABX), 

"Intensity & Engagement: Experience 

Design in Placemaking" 

 2015 Southern New England American 

Planning Association Conference, "Expand 

Your Land" Session regarding site selection 

skills  

 2013 Massachusetts Environmental Health 

Association Education Seminar, "Food Truck 

Planning & Policy Issues" 

 

 Brookline Representative at Metropolitan 

Area Planning Council 

 Lambda Alpha International Land Economics 

Society, Boston Chapter, Board Member since 

2018 

 Brookline Neighborhood Alliance Community 

Leadership Award in 2013 and 2017 

 Urban Plan Volunteer for Urban Land Institute 

since 2010 

 Professional Civil Engineer, MA since 2003 

 Wayland Cultural Council, 2014 – 2018 
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__________
ARTICLE x

_________________ 
X              ARTICLE
Submitted by:  Human Resources

To see if the Town will raise and appropriate, or appropriate from available funds, a sum 
or sums of money to fund the cost items in collective bargaining agreements between the 
Town and various employee unions; fund wage and salary increases for employees not 
included in the collective bargaining agreements; and amend the Classification and Pay 
Plans of the Town; or act on anything relative thereto.

_________________

PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION
This article is inserted in the Warrant for any Town Meeting when there are unsettled labor 
contracts. Town Meeting must approve the funding for any collective bargaining 
agreements.  

______________

____________________________________
SELECT BOARD’S RECOMMENDATION

-------------------------
____________________________________________
ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION

                                 

XXX

6.A.

Page: 152



November 16, 2021 Special Town Meeting
4-1

__________
ARTICLE 4

_________________
FOURTH ARTICLE

Submitted by:  Select Board

To see if the Town will authorize the Select Board to petition the Legislature to amend Section 
5 of Chapter 270 of the Acts of 1985 entitled “An Act Establishing the Position of Town 
Administrator in the Town of Brookline”, as it may have been further amended, for the purpose 
of authorizing the Town to further delegate by General By-Law any and all licensing authority 
of the Select Board; provided, that the Legislature may reasonably vary the form and substance 
of the requested legislation within the scope of the general public objectives of this petition.

AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 5 OF CHAPTER 270 OF THE ACTS OF 
1985, AS AMENDED, TO AUTHORIZE DELEGATION BY GENERAL 
BY-LAW OF ALL SELECT BOARD LICENSING AUTHORITY

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows:

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding Chapter 138, Chapter 140, or Chapter 148 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, or or any other general or special law to the contrary, the 
Section 5 of Chapter 270 of the Acts of 1985 is hereby amended by striking the following 
text:  “, except the licensing of innholders, lodging houses, common victuallers, food 
vendors, secondhand motor vehicles, open air parking, liquor sales and theaters and 
entertainment.”  

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

or act on anything relative thereto.

________________

PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION

This article is submitted as part of the Select Board’s efforts to streamline their meetings 
in order to allow for proper consideration of licensing matters by a licensing board that can 
efficiently address the variety of licensing functions on behalf of the Select Board.  Many 
of the approvals the Board processes are for temporary licenses or for alternate managers 
which can easily be handled either administratively or by a licensing Board.  Other matters 
that arise during license hearings require specialized knowledge or expertise (legal, health, 
safety, traffic, etc.) and it would be more efficient and responsible to appoint members or 
staff with those specific skill sets.
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The Select Board meets weekly, and those meetings can last 5+ hours, with a barrage of 
issues on the docket.  The growing policy issues regarding policing, climate change, 
funding, housing and many more requiring more of the Board's attention.  The statutory 
requirements for licensing necessitate that certain matters requiring the Board’s approval 
can’t be evenly distributed throughout the course of a monthly schedule.  This results in 
licensing approvals big and small piling up on the agenda, which can cause disruption to 
the overall workload of the Board and inconvenience for business owners who don’t have 
a predictable schedule for their approvals. The Tuesday evening schedule is likely 
disruptive to small business owners who often operate their establishments in the evening.  
The unpredictability of certain agenda items can mean that a license holder gets notice and 
appears for a matter which could actually be heard as much as an hour behind the estimate.  

Section 5 of the Town special legislation known as the Town Administrator’s Act, 
Chapter 270 of the Acts of 1985 as amended, states:

“SECTION 5.  The town may, through its by-laws, delegate any licensing 
authority, except the licensing of innholders, lodging houses, common victuallers, 
food vendors, secondhand motor vehicles, open air parking, liquor sales and 
theaters and entertainment.”

The Select Board seeks to strike the language of Section 5 that currently prevents 
the Town from delegating to an official or Town body that Select Board statutory 
licensing authority established by the Massachusetts General Laws.  If approved by Town 
Meeting and the Massachusetts Legislature, the new language of Section 5 would state:  

“SECTION 5.  The town may, through its by-laws, delegate any licensing 
authority, except the licensing of innholders, lodging houses, common victuallers, 
food vendors, secondhand motor vehicles, open air parking, liquor sales and 
theaters and entertainment.”

The Select Board has already begun discussions with the Committee on Town 
Organization and Structure to construct a General By-Law establishing the new licensing 
structure should this home rule petition pass.  Amendments to Article 5.7 of the General 
By-Laws to create a new licensing structure would be the next step following approval of 
this article.  That article would be filed at the 2022 Annual Town Meeting.  

____________________________________
SELECT BOARD’S RECOMMENDATION

-------------------------
____________________________________________
ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION
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__________
ARTICLE 7

__________________
SEVENTH ARTICLE

Submitted by:  Select Board

To see if the Town will amend Section 8.37.3 of Article 8.37 of the Town’s General By-
Laws, “CAPS ON THE NUMBER OF SELECT BOARD LICENSES FOR 
MARIJUANA RETAILERS”, as follows (additions are in bold, underlined text, and 
deletions are in bold, stricken text): 

Section 8.37.3 CAPS ON THE NUMBER OF SELECT BOARD LICENSES FOR 
MARIJUANA RETAILERS

The Select Board shall not issue more Marijuana Establishment licenses in each of the 
following categories of Marijuana Establishment licenses than the number that is 20% of 
the number of liquor licenses for off-premises alcohol consumption that have been issued 
by the Select Board pursuant to M.G.L. c. 138, § 15, as rounded up to the nearest whole 
number in the event the number is a fraction: a) Storefront Marijuana Retailers, b) 
Marijuana Delivery Operators, c) Social Consumption Marijuana Retailers, and d) 
Marijuana Couriers.  The Select Board may increase the foregoing limitation in (a) by 
two (2) as to Storefront Marijuana Retailers in the event it is granting the additional 
license(s) to an Equity Applicant as defined in a Select Board policy or regulation 
then in effect.

or act on anything relative thereto.
________________

PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION

In May 2018, Town Meeting passed Warrant Articles 17 and 18 relating to the Town's 
Zoning and General by-laws, exercising local control over the siting, density and number 
of Marijuana Establishments within the Town. More specifically, Town Meeting approved 
the "default" cap on Marijuana Retailers at 20% of the number off-premise alcohol 
consumption. The Town currently has 19 package store licenses outstanding; 20% of 19 is 
3.8, or 4 when rounded up. The Select Board has gone through the licensing process with 
four retailers, and therefore is at the cap set by Town Meeting in 2018. 

During the review for the last license application, the Board expressed interest in 
diversifying the local cannabis industry and expanding the current cap on retailers to 
achieve this goal. This Warrant Article proposes to achieve this goal by amending Article 
8.37 of the Town's General By-Laws to increase the cap on the number of Select Board 
licenses for Marijuana Retailers -- by two (2) additional license -- to be made available 
only to Equity Applicants, as defined by Select Board policy or regulation. In the event 
Town Meeting approves this amendment and the Town receives interest in the 
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newly-available two (2) additional Marijuana Retailer licenses from qualified Equity 
Applicants, the number of Marijuana Retailers in town would increase from four to six.

The two additional Marijuana Retail licenses would be subject to a new Marijuana Retailer 
Equity Policy that is currently being considered by the Select Board. The proposed policy 
exclusively provides the two additional Marijuana Retail licenses proposed by this Warrant 
Article for Equity Applicants. According to the proposal the Select Board is considering, 
"Equity Applicants" consist of applicants with Disadvantaged Business Enterprises status 
from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (DBEs), Social Equity Participant status from 
the Cannabis Control Commission (SEPs), and Economic Empowerment Applicant status 
from the Cannabis Control Commission (EEAs). Further, Equity Applicants that are also 
Brookline residents will receive priority processing.

____________________________________
SELECT BOARD’S RECOMMENDATION

-------------------------
____________________________________________
ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION

                                 

XXX
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__________
ARTICLE 8

________________
EIGHTH ARTICLE

Submitted by:  Susan Park TMM2, Alok Somani, Regina Frawley TMM16, Bruce Levin, 
Cher Duffield TMM6, Ana Albuquerque TMM1, Faith Michaels TMM5

To see if the Town will amend Article 8.37, Section 8.37.4 of the Town's General Bylaws 
as follows: (deletion appearing in strikeout, addition in bold underline): 

Section 8.37.4 CAPS ON THE NUMBER OF SELECT BOARD LICENSES FOR 
MARIJUANA RETAILERS

The Select Board shall not issue more Marijuana Establishment licenses in each of the 
following categories of Marijuana Establishment licenses than the number that is 20% of 
the number of liquor licenses for off-premises alcohol consumption that have been issued 
by the Select Board pursuant to M.G.L. c. 138, § 15, as rounded up down to the nearest 
whole number in the event the number is a fraction: a) Storefront Marijuana Retailers, b) 
Marijuana Delivery Operators Delivery-Only Marijuana Retailers; and c) Social 
Consumption Marijuana Retailers, and d) Marijuana Couriers.

This bylaw, as amended, shall take effect only upon an affirmative vote by the voters of a 
ballot question as provided in G.L. c. 94G, s. 3(e);

 or act on anything relative thereto.

________________

PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION

Many TMM's have expressed concerns about Brookline not having a "Comprehensive 
Plan" for the town's development. "Rounding Up" is the antithesis of "Planning." It can 
push cannabis retail beyond what the public would agree, given a voice and vote. 

It is vital to maintain control for development, including neighborhood definitions, 
population density, housing--and what types of businesses are beneficial to our sense of 
what Brookline is.
Cannabis licenses should not be "rounded up," without carefully weighing the pros and 
cons and analyzing community impact. Merely "rounding up" is similar to not having an 
explicit say on the "increase" suggested here. New studies show 1 in 6 kids are getting 
addicted to cannabis. With new science and data, it is incumbent to make the necessary 
changes.

Links below: 
https ://www.cdc.gov/marijuana/fact-sheets. htm 
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htmhttps://www.cdc.gov/marijuana/nas/adolescents.html 
Adolescents and Young Adults

•Long-term cannabis use can have permanent effects on the developing brains of 
adolescents and young adults.

•Studies have shown that if an adolescent uses cannabis before the age of 16 and for a 
prolonged period, it can lead to a number of significant health problems.
•Teen cannabis users are more likely to become addicted to cannabis than people who start 
using the drug when they are older.
•Cannabis use can negatively affect adolescents' and young adults' health and well-being, 
including their school performance, education level, social lives, and future employment 
and income.

If Brookline is to have more cannabis retail, it should comply with the original arguments: 
Tied to the number of off-premise liquor licenses which is equivalent to 20%> of package 
liquor stores.
 
Approval must be obtained by ballot initiative open to all Town voters. As an example, if 
there are 99 liquor licenses in town, 20% of which totals 19.8 stores. The current by-law 
rounds the number up to 20 stores (20 stores= 20.2%>) to ensure compliance with the 
20%> threshold, which rounds up to another license. This Warrant Article amends the 
language to round down, and the effect it would have in this example is that the number of 
stores would become 19 and not 20. With many different cannabis licenses, "rounding up" 
could give more licenses than Brookline voters care for nor wanted when they voted in 
2016.

Hence, the question will go on the ballot for voters to decide since in the last few years, the 
increase in cannabis stores may have exceeded what voters originally had in mind when 
they voted in the 2016 election. Putting the question back on the ballot lets 
voters have a choice in rounding down instead of rounding up. By keeping the language as 
it is in Section 8.37.4, "rounding up" could mean adding extra cannabis licenses without 
thoughtfully planning for it. 

This warrant article aims to accomplish thoughtful planning of the number of different 
cannabis licenses not merely rounding up which can collectively significantly increase the 
number of different types of cannabis licenses. 

Let the voters decide.

____________________________________
SELECT BOARD’S RECOMMENDATION

-------------------------
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____________________________________________
ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION

                                 

XXX
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__________
ARTICLE 9

______________
NINETH ARTICLE

Submitted by:  Alok Somani, Susan Park TMM2

To see if the Town will resolve to create a Study Committee, with membership that 
represents a diversity of views, to carefully consider and articulate policy goals and define 
actions designed to achieve those goals with respect to the recreational marijuana industry.

The lawful recreational marijuana industry is new and has the potential to cause 
disproportionate damage to our underaged and marginalized population.  And, according 
to the CDC, the health consequences of long-term use are not yet known with certainty.  

WHEREAS in 2016 the State of Massachusetts legalized recreational marijuana and in 
2017 established the Cannabis Control Commission to implement and administer the laws 
enabling access to adult use marijuana.

WHEREAS Although 935 CMR 500.000 establishes ten license classes, the Cannabis 
Control Commission is implementing the law in stages by allowing new license types as 
regulations are promulgated.  For example, the Cannabis Control Commission allowed 
licensing of retail establishments in 2018, then allowed licensing of delivery only in 2020 
and then allowed licensing of another type of marijuana delivery in 2021. 

WHEREAS Brookline recently amended its bylaws to accommodate the release of 
marijuana delivery licensing, for example Warrant Article 20 as submitted by the Planning 
Department and approved in the prior Town Meeting, but in that process, did not also 
consider amendments to address the license types that the Cannabis Control Commission 
plans to release as it continues to implement the law. 

WHEREAS While marijuana is legal in Massachusetts for people ages 21 years and older, 
marijuana use by children and teenagers is prohibited by law. 

WHEREAS It is important to our community that we all stay healthy and safe. One way to 
do this is to work to prevent underage drug use, including marijuana.  This is especially 
important for teenagers since marijuana causes disproportionate harm to the developing 
brain. 

WHEREAS the Cannabis Control Commission’s website contains the following warning 
with respect the health effects of marijuana use by those who are underaged:

“Cannabis may impair your decision-making, negatively affect your mental health, 
and – if smoked – increase your blood pressure and hurt your lungs. For young 
people, it is especially important to note cannabis’ impact on brain development: 
your brain is not fully developed until you reach your mid-20s, and regular cannabis 
use during adolescence and early adulthood can lead to brain changes that 
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negatively affect memory, learning, and attention. If you start using marijuana 
when you are young, you may increase your chances of becoming dependent on it. 
All of these factors may make it harder for you to earn good grades and achieve 
your goals.”   

WHEREAS the Town of Brookline’s website contains a link to the CDC - Marijuana and 
Public Health website that provides the following information about the addiction risk 
associated with the use of marijuana:

“About 1 in 10 marijuana users will become addicted. For people who begin using 
before the age of 18, that number rises to 1 in 6. “ … “Researchers do not yet know 
the full extent of the consequences when the body and brain (especially the 
developing brain) are exposed to high concentrations of THC or how recent 
increases in potency affect the risk of someone becoming addicted. “

WHEREAS as a Country, State and Town, in addition to taxing and regulating use, we 
regulate other aspects of the tobacco industry such as advertising, use of flavors and other 
attributes with the policy goal to reduce the attractiveness of products to those who are 
underaged. 

WHEREAS there has been an increase in advertising of recreational marijuana in town, for 
example a kiosk on Harvard Street, cannabis delivery sign by Lantern at Carlton St. and 
Beacon, near the border with Allston, etc.  The very prominent advertising has the potential 
to adversely influence our underaged population.

      

WHEREAS the headline “First-ever Cannabis Cup Sparks Lines At Local Dispensaries” 
appeared in the Brookline Patch on Friday August 27, 2021.  The news report states that 
between August 21 and October 17 there is a people’s choice competition to identify and 
award the best cannabis products across 11 categories by dispersing judging kits to local 
consumers.  The categories include: 1. Indica Flower 2. Hybrid Flower 3. Sativa Flower 4. 
Sungrown Flower 5. Pre-Rolls (Infused and Non-Infused) 6. Solvent Concentrates 7. Non-
Solvent Concentrates 8. Vape Pens and Cartridges 9. Edibles 10. Ingestibles 11. Topicals.  
NETA is participating by supplying these kits for purchase.  What if this very same 
people’s choice competition had been for tobacco products and not marijuana products?
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WHEREAS Brookline has a Commission for Diversity Inclusion & Community 
Relations that provides oversight regarding program and services that serve Brookline’s 
Youth.

WHEREAS Brookline has an Advisory Council on Public Health the mission of which 
is to preserve, protect & promote the physical, mental, and environmental health of the 
Brookline Community. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved, that Town Meeting directs that the Moderator, or 
designate, oversees, within sixty (60) days following the Town Meeting vote, the creation 
of a Study committee comprised of seven voting members.  The seven members will be 
comprised of three members nominated by the Moderator, one member nominated by the 
Select Board, one member nominated by the Brookline Department of Health and Human 
Service, one member nominated by the Director of the Office of Diversity, Inclusion and 
Community Relations and one member nominated by the Advisory Council on Public 
Health.  The committee shall be directed to:

 consider and recommend policy goals related to recreational marijuana sales, 
delivery and consumption that balance community priorities that include but are 
not limited to maintaining reasonable adult access, tax revenue, community health, 
protection of our underaged population, etc.;

 consider the Cannabis Control Commission’s implementation plan and timeline to 
allow new license types and recommend what actions should be taken so that the 
Town can consider and act in a timely fashion;

 consider current federal, state and local tobacco law and regulations and 
recommend whether any restrictions that apply to tobacco should also be 
considered for recreational marijuana;

 consider and recommend restrictions to advertising with the policy goal of 
reducing risk to those who are underaged;

 consider and recommend a data acquisition and analysis framework to baseline 
and understand the health impacts of recreational marijuana use in Brookline;

 consider and recommend a policy position with respect to M.G.L. c. 94G, §3(b) 
which provides local control over the question of allowing social consumption on 
the premises where sold;

 notify and consult with interested parties to ensure a diversity of views are 
considered, including adults who access recreational marijuana, parents, high 
school students, and college students because the majority of these students are 
considered underage with respect to the lawful recreational marijuana industry.

and recommend to Town Meeting any amendments to the by-laws the committee believes 
are necessary to implement the proposed policy goals.   The committee shall be further 
instructed to complete their report with recommendations in the form of a warrant article 
to be submitted for consideration at the next Town Meeting.  

Or act on anything relative thereto.
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________________

PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION

2. At a summary level and very clearly, what is the intended policy goal of the 
proposed Warrant Article?

The warrant article asks the Town Meeting to approve a Study Committee, 
that represents a diversity of views, to carefully consider and articulate 
policy goals and actions designed to achieve those goals with respect to the 
new recreational marijuana industry.  

The industry is new, and it has the potential to cause disproportionate 
damage to our underaged and marginalized population and, according to 
the CDC, the health consequences of long-term use are not yet known with 
certainty.  

3. What does the sponsor gain from a positive action by Town Meeting on the 
article?  (Is there a potential conflict of interest?)

There is no monetary gain or other conflict of interest.

4. Describe with some specificity:
a.  why is the proposed solution workable and effective?
b.  what is the cost benefit of the proposed solution?
c.  who will benefit and who might not benefit from the proposed action?
d.  what are perceived to be the pros and cons both in the short and long 
term?
e.  what research on the topic supports or does not support the proposed 
article?
f.  what alternatives to the proposed action were considered?

a) The Town has successfully used a Moderator’s committee approach in 
the past to consider and recommend action on specific topics.  In this case, 
we are advocating for a Study Committee that reports directly back to 
Town Meeting and is not under the purview of the Moderator.    If the 
committee has diverse representation, this may ensure that the committee 
considers different views that balance multiple interests such as pursuit of 
tax revenue, protection of underaged populations, continued access to 
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recreational marijuana for those who are not underaged and community 
health.  

b) Participants on the committee would be volunteers.  There would be 
representation from the Department of Health, but the mandate falls 
within the scope of DoH activity, especially with respect to recreational 
marijuana.

c) The overall health of our community and our underaged populations 
may benefit.  There is no impact to current marijuana establishments in 
Brookline or landlords.  If the recommendations include limiting future 
licensing, then there may be foregone tax revenue.

d) The pros of a diverse committee considering and articulating policy goals 
with respect to the new recreational marijuana industry are 1) delivering 
on our stated objective to be inclusive and consider diverse views, 2) 
through discussion, a broader consensus in our community with respect to 
balancing access to recreational marijuana, tax revenue, community health 
and protection of those most disadvantaged 3) clear policy direction for 
our Select Board and town administration to support decision making, and 
4) reduced number of future warrant articles because by-law and 
regulatory adjustments for new license types will already have been 
considered and in place.

e) The warrant article proposes to consider and recommend policy goals 
and actions designed to achieve those goals.  The intent of the warrant 
article is to ensure that multiple priorities such as lawful access to 
recreational marijuana, community health, protection of our underaged 
population and other reasonable concerns are balanced as a new industry 
is established and grows.  There is some research, here, here and here, that 
suggests that recreational marijuana is stronger than in the past, has the 
potential to harm developing brains, and is addictive.  

f) The alternative considered was to submit a warrant article proposing 
bylaw amendments that prohibit advertising, require data collection and 
analysis to enable understanding of the effect on community health and a 
requirement to add to the next ballot a vote to approve or reject social 
consumption cafes.  The current proposal is preferred to this alternative 
because the objective of the warrant article is to develop a broad-based 
consensus which hopefully will result in a better community outcome than 
a debate and vote on a prescriptive set of measures from one interest 
group.  
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5. Describe with some specificity the potential adverse impact from a positive 
action by Town Meeting on the article.

The Study Committee may be formed but undermined by the political 
tensions that currently exist in this town between strong proponents of 
recreational marijuana use and those advocating for a slow and careful 
approach. 

6. Describe the impact of the proposed action on the Town’s current Bylaws, 
five-year financial plan and capital improvement plan.  

The impact will depend on the actual recommendations provided by the 
committee.  

7. How does the proposed article and implementation impact the Town 
administration and staff priorities?

The warrant article proposes that the Department of Health nominate a 
member.  Serving on the committee will require time that might represent 
an opportunity cost.  This is balanced by the recognition that monitoring 
community health and helping to monitor and regulate marijuana 
establishments is within the Department of Health’s stated remit.  

8. Who will be impacted by the proposed solution and has the sponsor 
involved those participants?  

The warrant article proposes that the Study Committee have seven voting 
members, three appointed by the Moderator, one by the Select Board, one 
by the Brookline Department of Health and Human Service, one by the 
Director of the Office of Diversity, Inclusion and Community Relations and 
one by the Advisory Council on Public Health.  The petitioners have only 
consulted with the Director of the Department of Health and Human 
Services.  We do plan to involve other participants once the warrant article 
is submitted.

9. What steps and communication has the sponsor attempted to assure that 
interested parties were notified and provided an opportunity to participate 
in the preparation of the proposed article?
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The petitioners met via Zoom with Dr. Jett to discuss health risks to the 
community and specifically to underaged populations posed by the newly 
legalized recreational marijuana industry.

10. Has Town Meeting previously considered any Warrant Articles that address 
the same or similar topic?  If so, what was the outcome and what is 
different about the proposed article?

The town is implementing policy to license, monitor and tax recreational 
marijuana.  Previous warrant articles address local control as new licenses 
are approved by the Cannabis Control Commission.  And previous warrant 
articles have established standing commissions to consider use of tax 
proceeds.  

What is different about this warrant article is that it calls for a diverse 
committee to consider establishing policy goals that balance access and 
taxation with other community interests such as health and protecting 
those that are most at risk.

____________________________________
SELECT BOARD’S RECOMMENDATION

-------------------------
____________________________________________
ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION

                                 

XXX
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__________
ARTICLE 5

______________
FIFTH ARTICLE

Submitted by:  Commissioner of Public Works

To see if the Town will authorize and empower the Select Board to grant an access 
easement to 62 Harvard Street LLC, a limited liability company duly organized and 
existing under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and the owner of 60-64 
Harvard Street, Brookline, Massachusetts (Assessor’s Parcel ID # 172-05-10) or one of its 
successors or assigns, for One Dollar ($1.00); and other good and valuable consideration 
upon terms and conditions that are in the best interest of the town; said grant of easement 
is for the relocation of the prior access to the 60-64 Harvard Street lot; said access easement 
to be located over a portion of land now known as Pierce Street and a portion of land at the 
Public Health Department lot at 11 Pierce Street, Brookline, Massachusetts (Assessor’s 
Parcel ID # 172-09-00) comprising approximately 6,697 +/- square feet as substantially 
shown on the plan submitted herewith entitled “Proposed Access Easement Sketch for 60-
64 Harvard Street, Brookline, Mass.” prepared by Feldman Land Surveyors dated 
09/01/21, as may be amended, said plan on file with the Town Clerk.  Said Plan and 
Easement Agreement to be recorded at the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds upon 
acceptance by the Select Board.

Or act on anything relative thereto.
________________

PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION

Access to the private parking lot at the rear of 60-64 Harvard Street was formerly off of 
the end of Pierce Street, a public way.  In 1997 when the town redesigned the Public Health 
building parking lot that portion of Pierce Street was discontinued, and a new walkway 
with curbing was created blocking the original access to 60-64 Harvard Street.  At that 
time, the town provided a new curb cut and new access and egress point from the new 
location of Pierce Street (the existing one-way circle) and over a portion of the Public 
Health Department building lot at 11 Pierce Street.  However, the town did not record any 
of the documentation showing the discontinuance or new access/egress point.  This 
easement will be recorded at the registry in order to resolve/clear the existing title issue for 
the 60-64 Harvard Street property.

____________________________________
SELECT BOARD’S RECOMMENDATION

-------------------------
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____________________________________________
ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION

                                 

XXX
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__________
ARTICLE 6

______________
SIXTH ARTICLE

Submitted by:  Commissioner of Public Works, ADA Coordinator

To see if the Town will amend the General By-Laws, Part VII, Streets and Ways, Article 
7.5, General Prohibitions, Section 7.5.11, Obstructions, as follows (additions are 
underlined and deletions appear in stricken text):

ARTICLE 7.5
GENERAL PROHIBITIONS

SECTION 7.5.11 OBSTRUCTIONS

(a) No person shall place or cause to be placed in any street or upon any sidewalk 
of the town, any object, material, lumber, coal, iron, trunk, bale, box, crate, 
cask, package, article, or anything whatsoever so as to obstruct a free passage 
for travelers, nor shall any Property Owner or Property Manager allow 
vegetation from any property under their control to obstruct free passage on the 
sidewalks or ways contiguous to such property. allow any of the same to remain 
more than one hour after being notified Upon notification by a police officer 
an authorized agent of the Town to remove it, said obstruction must be 
removed. it, except that nNothing herein contained shall be construed to 
prevent the use of streets and sidewalks for building construction or 
temporary storage purposes upon obtaining a permit from the Town Select 
Board.  For purposes of this Section, “Property Owner” shall mean the 
legal owner of record of real property as listed by the tax assessor’s records 
and “Property Manager” shall mean any tenant in possession or person or 
entity in control of real property, including, but not limited to, a 
condominium association.

(b) The Commissioner of Public Works shall have the authority to 
promulgate regulations to implement the provisions of this By-Law, 
subject to the approval of the Select Board.

(c) Compliance period: Any roadway or sidewalk obstruction shall be 
removed within one hour after notification to remove it except that a 
vegetative sidewalk obstruction shall be removed within the period 
established by regulation or within 21 days, whichever is shorter.    

(d) Violations of this By-Law and its regulations shall be subject to the 
following penalties in accordance with Article 10.1., in addition to 
applicable court costs for any enforcement actions taken. 
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Failure to remove a vegetative sidewalk obstruction within the 
compliance period following the initial notification shall constitute a First 
Offense. An obstruction remaining after this initial compliance period 
shall cause a second notification to be issued, which shall begin a second 
compliance period; failure to remove the obstruction within this second 
compliance period shall constitute a Second Offense, and similarly for 
subsequent notifications, compliance periods, and penalties. Penalties are 
cumulative.

First Offense $100.00
Second Offense $200.00
Each Subsequent Offense $300.00

For all other roadway or sidewalk obstructions, failure to remove an 
obstruction within the compliance period after notification shall constitute 
a First Offense.  Repeated obstructions and repeated failures to comply 
shall be deemed Second and Subsequent Offenses.

First Offense                       $25.00
Second Offense                  $50.00
Each Subsequent Offense    $100.00

Or act on anything relative thereto.

________________

PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION

The article proposes amending the General By-Laws, Section 7.5.11 Obstructions to 
remove obsolete language and to provide the Town, in particular the Department of Public 
Works (DPW), with the specific authority to enforce removal of vegetative sidewalk 
obstructions.  Overgrown vegetation is the most common obstruction impacting safe, 
equitable, compliant and fair access to the public way for all.

Hedges, bushes, low-hanging branches, grasses and other obstructive vegetation that 
intrude on the public way can inhibit or obstruct safe passage – and sometimes block ALL 
passage – for some or all pedestrians, especially those with mobility devices (wheelchairs, 
walkers, canes, etc.), baby carriages, or strollers. Low growth vegetation protruding over 
the sidewalks may also present tripping hazards.  Blind residents report being “struck in 
the face” by low hanging tree branches or other overgrowth that they cannot see, or detect 
with an aid, in order to avoid.

An examination of reports in BrookONline and on-site observations by members of the 
Town’s Pedestrian Advisory Committee show that this is a wide-spread problem affecting 
all of Brookline’s precincts.  While DPW, working with the Commission on Disability and 
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the Town’s ADA Coordinator, has made significant efforts over the past year to raise public 
awareness of property owner responsibilities, DPW lacks specific authority for 
enforcement. The proposed By-Law changes seek to address this gap.

Deficiencies in the current By-Law Section 7.5.11 Obstruction include the following:
• Only objects “placed” on sidewalks are specifically prohibited.  Town Counsel has 
indicated that this does not clearly enough cover vegetation that grows into the sidewalk 
space.
• States that obstructions must be removed within an hour after notification – not 
generally feasible for foliage.
• Does not provide fines for vegetative sidewalk obstructions of any kind.
• Contains obsolete examples such as “coal” and “bale.”
• Does not provide for notification to property owner by anyone other than a police 
officer.
The proposed By-Law revision would address these shortcomings by explicitly including 
vegetative obstructions as prohibited, replacing “police officer” with “authorized agent of 
the Town”, establishing a schedule of monetary penalties, and incorporating language from 
the current Article 8.3.1 Leaf Blower Control.

The proposed level of fines for vegetative obstructions is commensurate with the $100 
penalty for a vehicle blocking a handicap parking space or a curb ramp.  A vegetative 
obstruction can similarly deny to individuals with disabilities and others the use of a portion 
of the public way for a long period of time: the compliance period after initial notification 
(aka "grace period") is much longer for vegetative obstructions than for other types 
(twenty-one days versus one hour). It is not always feasible to prune a tree or cut back a 
shrub or other vegetation immediately; the property owner may have to hire a contractor 
to perform the work. The fines should be substantive enough that property owners have no 
incentive to postpone maintaining their vegetation, including during property renovation 
or transfer. Allowing substantial restrictions of the public way to remain longer than 21 
days is a serious hardship, inequity and danger to pedestrians.

These proposed changes in By-Law Section 7.5.11 support Brookline’s commitments to 
accessibility, sustainability, and public safety.

____________________________________
SELECT BOARD’S RECOMMENDATION

-------------------------
____________________________________________
ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION

                                 

XXX
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__________
ARTICLE 11

___________________
ELEVENTH ARTICLE

Submitted by:  Bonnie Bastien (TMM 5), Mike Toffel (TMM 8). Elizabeth Schafer (TMM 
10), Marissa Vogt (TMM 4), Jeffrey Benson (TMM 3), and Anne Weaver (TMM 11)

To see if the Town will authorize and empower the Select Board to file a petition with the 
General Court for special legislation as set forth below: 

AN ACT EXEMPTING THE TOWN OF BROOKLINE FROM IN-PERSON 
QUORUMS. 

Provided that, the General Court may reasonably vary the form and substance of this 
requested legislation which shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of 
this petition, be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows:

SECTION 1. The town of Brookline shall be exempt from the provision of chapter 30, 
section 20(d), that requires that a quorum of the body, including the chair be present at an 
in-person meeting location (specifically, from "and provided further, that a quorum of the 
body, including the chair, are present at the meeting location"). 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Or act on anything relative thereto
 ________________

PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION

This resolution and home rule petition seek to lead Brookline to provide audiovisual 
accessibility for all public body meetings subject to Open Meeting Law (OML), and to 
extend the option for fully remote participation in such meetings, which would otherwise 
not be possible once Massachusetts' emergency OML provisions expire. 

SUMMARY 
In particular, we are proposing: 

(l) a resolution that asks the Town to acquire and install audiovisual equipment in 
municipal conference and hearing rooms, and conduct relevant training to enable 
audiovisual remote participation at all meetings subject to OML held by executive branch 
public bodies, the Advisory Committee (AC), and the Committee on Town Organization 
and Structure (CTO&S)--as well as all committees created pursuant to Town Meeting 
votes. The resolution asks the Town to complete these tasks by November l, 2022, 
providing a year for implementation; and
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(2 )a home rule petition seeking the State Legislature to exempt Brookline from the 
Massachusetts OML clause that stipulates that public body meeting quorum requirements 
must be met by the chair and other members attending in person. The home rule petition 
would make it legally permissible--but not required--for meetings of public bodies to be 
conducted fully remotely, as has occurred during the COVID emergency.

If Town Meeting passes the resolution and the Town enacts it and if Town Meeting passes 
the home rule petition and the Massachusetts legislature enacts it, the Brookline public 
bodies listed above would have discretion to decide which of its meetings would be hybrid 
and which would be fully-remote, but limiting meetings to only in-person attendance would 
not be allowed. 

RATIONALE 
Massachusetts' emergency OML provisions have allowed public meetings to occur fully 
remotely over the past 18 months, which has created never-before-seen access for residents 
to pa1ticipate in Town government both as meeting attendees AND as members of a public 
body. Remote work and virtual meetings at this scale have been an accessibility 
accommodation that the disability community and organizations like the Boston Center for 
Independent Living have long been calling for. Dianna Hu, chairperson of the Boston 
Center for Independent Living, called remote participation "the latest manifestation of 
universal design." Universal design is the design and composition ofan environment so that 
it can be accessed, understood and used to the greatest extent possible by all people 
regardless of their age, size, ability, or disability. Examples of such accessibility features 
include sidewalk curb cuts, elevators, and video closed captioning. We have an opportunity 
to maintain the access created in the response to a crisis, and we should maintain this 
critical civic tool after the pandemic subsides.

These articles set Brookline on the path toward removing access barriers to those most 
often excluded from engaging in Town government, better enabling them--and all Town 
residents--to serve as public body members and to attend public body meetings. Those who 
especially benefit include residents whose work requires inflexible hours, who work 
multiple jobs, who are parents or caregivers who lack alternative care options, those who 
cannot drive or lack transit access, people with health challenges, and people with 
disabilities. Policies created within our public bodies can have a large impact on the people 
who are most excluded from participating in them. The ability to attend meetings remotely 
has eliminated critical access barriers to a "seat at the table" for the past 18 months. We 
must not return to an inequitable past as we move fo1ward after the pandemic. 
These articles strive to maintain the option for a public body to meet fully remotely, but 
leave the decision to public bodies of whether and when to do so, or else to meet in-person 
while providing access for some to participate remotely (that is, hybrid). When the public 
body chooses to meet fully remotely, this would remove an in-person setting -- as we have 
experienced over the past 18 months. Though this option might cause concern for members 
and olher attendees who prefer to attend meetings in person, that inconvenience is 
outweighed by the benefit of increasing access for all residents. We expect that. public 
bodies would use their discretion of whether to meet in a hybrid or fully-remote manner by 
making decisions on a case-by-case basis based on the needs of their members and 
attendees--and the meeting's agenda items.
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Researchers at Boston University studied public meeting participation in nearly 100 
Massachusetts municipalities during the first six months of the pandemic and found strong 
evidence that Zoom meetings do not depress meeting turnout from older community 
members 
(https://www.housing12olitics.com!res� arch/online _meetings participation.pelf). They 
did not find that remote meetings increased participation by underrepresented groups, but 
noted that individuals in these groups were also disproportionately grappling with job 
losses, childcare burdens, and other challenges during the study period. Additionally, their 
study included only planning board and zoning board meetings, which are even less likely 
to be attended by renters and other residents from underrepresented groups (Yoder 2020, 
American Political Science Review, 114, 4, 1213-1229, 
http:/istanford.edu/voderj/local1neetings.pdf). 

These warrant articles maintain the spirit of the Open Meeting Law and improve on the 
OML to account for today's technological capabilities. The pre-COVID OML requires an 
in-person quorum, including the chair, for public meetings but explicitly carves out an 
exception for local commissions on disability, recognizing the importance of remote 
participation to certain subsets of the community. The OML states .that "(i)fa local 
commission on disability is authorized to utilize remote participation. a physical quorum 
of that commission's members shalt not be required to be present at the meeting location'' 
but that the commission chair or their representative must still attend in person 
(https:/imalegislature.govilawsigcneralla\vs/parti/tit!eiii/chapterJ0a/section20). Our 
collective experience over the past 18 months shows that we have the technology needed 
to suspend the in-person quorum requirements for all public bodies, not just local 
commissions on disability, and still run meetings efficiently and successfully.

To enable all who wish to attend meetings remotely (whether the meeting is fully-remote 
or hybrid), the Town must remove any access barriers. For example, the public library 
already lends laptops and hotspots and could increase their communications to ensure 
residents know about this resource. Librarians ( or others) could train residents to use the 
audio-visual software necessary to participate, such as Zoom. The Town should also 
engage with Brookline Interactive Group (BIG) and other partners to facilitate remote 
participation. 

Ensuring all residents are fully able to access and participate in the public sphere--such as 
requirements to provide curb cuts, elevators, and closed· captioning--requires investment. 
Ensuring remote access to public meetings is no different. It is fairly straightforward to 
extend the optioi1 of holding remote-only meetings by maintaining Zoom accounts 
necessary to support that option, as the Town has used since March 2020. In contrast, 
enabling hybrid meetings requires _investment in in-room cameras, monitors, and 
projectors. Those public bodies that currently benefit from staff support ( e.g., Select 
Board, Adviso1y Committee, and the Transportation Board) could have those existing staff 
members activate and deactivate the technology, incurring virtually no additional staff 
cost-beyond a few hours of initial technical training. For those public bodies that do not 
currently benefit from staff support, Town staff or others would need to create video 
training sessions for a member or a volunteer to activate and deactivate the technology. In 
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addition, an IT helpdesk might need to be staffed to provide immediate technical support 
if problems arise.

The Select Board Hearing Room has audiovisual equipment already installed. The Office 
of the Select Board provided cost estimates for the other hearing room and municipal 
conference rooms. The audiovisual equipment and installation for the School Committee 
Hearing Room would cost about $20,000. The cost to equip all 12 municipal conference 
rooms with audiovisual technology is estimated to be up to $150,000 (including staff time), 
although it could be less depending on the technology chosen for each room.

____________________________________
SELECT BOARD’S RECOMMENDATION

-------------------------
____________________________________________
ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION

                                 

XXX
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__________
ARTICLE 12

__________________
TWELVETH ARTICLE

Submitted by:  Bonnie Bastien (TMM 5), Michael Toffel (TMM 8), Elizabeth Schafer 
(TMM I 0), Marissa Vogt (TMM 4), Jeffrey Benson (TMM 3), and Anne Weaver (TMM 
11)

To see if the Town will adopt the following Resolution: 

WHEREAS, the temporary COVID provisions that suspended the Massachusetts Open 
Meet Law (OML) requirement that quorum must be in-person resulted in never-before-
seen accessibility for civic participation via remote meeting access; and 

WHEREAS, those COVID provisions are set to expire on April I, 2022; and

WHEREAS a reversal from this greater accessibility will dampen residents’ ability to 
attend meetings and serve as members of public bodies; and

WHEREAS, the technology required for audio visual accessibility is becoming more 
common and less expensive; and 

WHEREAS, audiovisual accessibility accommodation is something many in disability 
communities and organizations have been fighting for for years; and 

WHEREAS, policies and decisions our public bodies make can have a large impact on the 
people who are most excluded from participating in those public bodies; and 

WHEREAS, the ability to attend meetings remotely has eliminated critical access barriers 
to a "seat at the table" for the past 18 months; and 

WHEREAS, we must not return to an inequitable past as we move forward after the 
pandemic.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. Brookline Town Meeting calls on the Select Board to equip all municipal 
conference and hearing rooms with audiovisual equipment to enable all public 
bodies meeting under OML to provide audiovisual participation access for 
attendees and members by no later than November I, 2022; and

2. The Town of Brookline should consider using non-traditional funding sources to 
fund the technology and training necessary to support public bodies meeting in a 
hybrid manner.

3. The Town of Brookline should consider using non-traditional funding sources to 
fund the technology and training necessary to support public bodies meeting in a 
hybrid manner.
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Or act on anything relative thereto.

________________

PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION

This resolution and home rule petition seek to lead Brookline to provide audiovisual 
accessibility for all public body meetings subject to Open Meeting Law (OML), and to 
extend the option for fully remote participation in such meetings, which would otherwise 
not be possible once Massachusetts' emergency OML provisions expire. 

SUMMARY 

In particular, we are proposing: 

(I) a resolution that asks the Town to acquire and install audiovisual equipment in 
municipal conference and hearing rooms, and conduct relevant training to enable 
audiovisual remote participation at all meetings subject to OML held by executive branch 
public bodies, the Advisory Committee (AC), and the Committee on Town Organization 
and Structure (CTO&S)--as well as all committees created pursuant to Town Meeting 
votes. The resolution asks the Town to complete these tasks by November 1, 2022, 
providing a year for implementation; and

(2) a home rule petition seeking the State Legislature to exempt Brookline from the 
Massachusetts OML clause that stipulates that public body meeting quorum requirements 
must be met by the chair and other members attending in person. The home rule petition 
would make it legally permissible--but not required--for meetings of public bodies to be 
conducted fully remotely, as has occurred during the COVID emergency.

If Town Meeting passes the resolution and the Town enacts it and if Town Meeting passes 
the home rule petition and the Massachusetts legislature enacts it, the Brookline public 
bodies listed above would have discretion to decide which of its meetings would be hybrid 
and which would be fully-remote, but limiting meetings to only in-person attendance would 
not be allowed. 

RATIONALE 
Massachusetts' emergency OML provisions have allowed public meetings to occur fully 
remotely over the past 18 months, which has created never-before-seen access for residents 
to participate in Town government both as meeting attendees AND as members of a public 
body. Remote work and virtual meetings at this scale have been an accessibility 
accommodation that the disability community and organizations like the Boston Center for 
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Independent Living have long been calling for. Dianna Hu, chairperson of the Boston 
Center for Independent Living, called remote participation "the latest manifestation of 
universal design." Universal design is the design and composition of an environment so 
that it can be accessed, understood and used to the greatest extent possible by all people 
regardless of their age, size, ability, or disability. Examples of such accessibility features 
include sidewalk curb cuts, elevators, and video closed captioning. We have an opportunity 
to maintain the access created in the response to a crisis, and we should maintain this 
critical civic tool after the pandemic subsides.

These articles set Brookline on the path toward removing access barriers to those most 
often excluded from engaging in Town government, better enabling them--and all Town 
residents--to serve as public body members and to attend public body meetings. Those who 
especially benefit include residents whose work requires inflexible hours, who work 
multiple jobs, who are parents or caregivers who lack alternative care options, those who 
cannot drive or lack transit access, people with health challenges, and people with 
disabilities. Policies created within our public bodies can have a large impact on the people 
who are most excluded from participating in them. _The ability to attend meetings remotely 
has eliminated critical access barriers to a "seat at the table" for the past 18 months. We 
must not return to an inequitable past as we move forward after the pandemic. 

These articles strive to maintain the option for a public body to meet fully remotely, but 
leave the decision to public bodies of whether and when to do so, or else to meet in-person 
while providing access for some to participate remotely (that is, hybrid). When the public 
body chooses to meet fully remotely, this would remove an in-person setting --as we have 
experienced over the past 18 months. Though this option might cause concern for members 
and other attendees who prefer to attend meetings in person, that inconvenience is 
outweighed by the benefit of increasing access for all residents. We expect that public 
bodies would use their discretion of whether to meet in a hybrid or folly-remote manner by 
making decisions on a case-by-case basis based on the needs of their members and 
attendees--and the meeting's agenda items. 

Researchers at Boston University studied public meeting participation in nearly 100 
Massachusetts municipalities during the first six months of the pandemic and found strong 
evidence that Zoom meetings do not depress meeting turnout from older community 
members 
(https://www.housingpolitics.com/rcse_ard1/online meetings_J2mti£i,1'lti,m-.12.<i!:). 
They did not find that remote meetings increased participation by underrepresented groups, 
but noted that individuals in these groups were also disproportionately grappling with job 
losses, childcare burdens, and other challenges during the study period. Additionally, their 
study included only planning board and zoning board meetings, which are even less likely 
to be attended by renters and other residents from underrepresented groups (Yoder 2020, 
American Political Science Review, 114, 4, 1213-1229, 
http:// stan ford. ed u i---,v od GJ:i/1 oca I In ee tin gs. pd f). 

These warrant articles maintain the spirit of the Open Meeting Law and improve on the 
OML to account for today's technological capabilities. The pre-COVID OML requires an 
in-person quorum, including the chair, for public meetings but explicitly carves out an 
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exception for local commissions on disability, recognizing the importance of remote 
participation to certain subsets of the community. The OML states that "(i)f a local 
commission on disability is authorized to utilize remote participation, a physical quorum 
of that commission's members shall not be required to be present at the meeting location'' 
but that the commission chair or their representative must still attend in person 
(https://malegislature.gov/laws/penerallaws/parti/titleiii/chapter30a/section20). Our 
collective experience over the past 18 months shows that we have the technology needed 
to suspend the in-person quorum requirements for all public bodies, not just local 
commissions on disability, and still run meetings efficiently and successfully.

To enable all who wish to attend meetings remotely (whether the meeting is fully-remote 
or hybrid), the Town must remove any access barriers. For example, the public libra1y 
already lends laptops and hotspots and could increase their communications to ensure 
residents know about this resource. Librarians (or others) could train residents to use the 
audio-visual software necessary to participate, such as Zoom. The Town should also 
engage with Brookline Interactive Group (BIG) and other partners to facilitate remote 
participation. 

Ensuring all residents are fully able to access and participate in the public sphere--such as 
requirements to provide curb cuts, elevators, and closed captioning--requires investment. 
Ensuring remote access to public meetings is no different. It is fairly straightforward to 
extend the option of holding remote-only meetings by maintaining Zoom accounts 
necessary to support that option, as the Town has used since March 2020. In contrast, 
enabling hybrid meetings requires investment in in-room cameras, monitors, and 
projectors. Those public bodies that currently benefit from staff support (e.g., Select Board, 
Advisory Committee, and the Transportation Board) could have those existing staff 
members activate and deactivate the technology, incurring virtually no additional staff 
cost-beyond a few hours of initial technical training. For those public bodies that do not 
currently benefit from staff suppo1t, Town staff or others would need to create video 
training sessions for a member or a volunteer to activate and deactivate the technology. In 
addition, an IT helpdesk might need to be staffed to provide immediate technical support 
if problems arise. 

The Select Board Hearing Room has audiovisual equipment already installed. The Office 
of the Select Board provided cost estimates for the other hearing room and municipal 
conference rooms. The audiovisual equipment and installation for the School Committee 
Hearing Room would cost about $20,000. The cost to equip all 12 municipal conference 
rooms with audiovisual technology is estimated to be up to $150,000 (including staff time), 
although it could be less depending on the technology chosen for each room.

____________________________________
SELECT BOARD’S RECOMMENDATION

-------------------------
____________________________________________
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION
                                 

XXX
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__________
ARTICLE 13

_____________________
THIRTEENTH ARTICLE

Submitted by:  Mike Toffel, TMM 8

To see if the Town will amend the Town's General By-laws as follows (language to be stricken 
appearing in strikeout, language to be added appearing in underline):

ARTICLE 2.1 TOWN MEETINGS

ARTICLE 2.1.15 TOWN MEETING COMMITTEES

Committees that are established pursuant to a vote of Town Meeting and are not 
considered by the Attorney General to be “Public Bodies” under the Open Meeting Law 
shall conduct their meetings in a manner that is consistent with the provisions and intent 
of the Open Meeting Law.

All committees that are established pursuant to a vote of Town Meeting shall record in 
the minutes of their meetings a roll-call showing the vote of each member for all votes, 
except when approving minutes or, at the discretion of the Chair, when voting on other 
administrative matters.

***

ARTICLE 2.3 COMMITTEE ON TOWN ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE

SECTION 2.3.4 VOTES

CTO&S shall record in the minutes of its meetings a roll-call showing the vote of each 
member for all votes except when approving minutes or, at the discretion of the Chair, 
when voting on other administrative matters.

***

ARTICLE 3. EXECUTIVE BRANCH GENERAL MATTERS

ARTICLE 3.0.1 

All elected or appointed public bodies identified in this Article 3 that are subject to the 
Open Meeting Law shall record in the minutes of their meetings a roll-call showing the 
vote of each member for all votes except when approving minutes or, at the discretion of 
the Chair, when voting on other administrative matters.

or act on anything relative thereto.
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________________

PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION

The Town of Brookline is governed in a highly participatory manner, including more than 80 
public bodies that are subject to Open Meeting Law (OML) requirements. OML provisions 
require some transparency, but does not require votes be documented via roll call. As such, 
there are many instances where the only way to know how each member voted, is to attend the 
meeting live or, for the subset that are video recorded, to watch the recording. This results in 
poor transparency and accountability, and can be easily remedied by requiring votes to be 
conducted via roll call and be documented. This article seeks to require this of public bodies 
focused on executive branch activities, as well as CTOS and Moderator’s Committees (which 
are appointed by the Moderator), and excepts votes when approving minutes and, at the Chair’s 
discretion, other administrative matters. Examples of the latter might include, for example, 
votes on scheduling future meetings or adjournment. 

The article does not address Town Meeting, where roll call votes can be called for via 
procedures documented elsewhere. It also does not address the Advisory Committee, which 
takes many preliminary votes, which in some cases results in reversals (which can be confusing 
to those not observing the meeting), is an unusually large committee (and thus roll call votes 
can meaningfully lengthen meetings) and is already required by bylaw to document roll call 
votes for all of its recommendations to Town Meeting.

The rationale for this article is based on the principles of transparency and accountability: 

 The public has a right to know how the members of the town’s public bodies vote on 
all non-administrative matters, and should not be required to attend meetings or watch 
videos to obtain this information. Requiring roll-call votes of nearly all public bodies 
is also important because some of their members are also involved in outside advocacy 
groups.

 Knowing the votes of public body members can provide additional contextual 
information that can be valuable to those appointing these members (e.g., Select Board 
members and the Moderator), and to the public who votes for those making these 
appointments. 

This article does not provide an exemption for unanimous votes because relying on attendance 
records as a substitute for roll call vote document is imperfect: because members arriving late 
or leaving early might miss votes, and lead attendance records to be incomplete. 

This article has been drafted in a parsimonious manner, suggesting the addition of merely three 
sentences.

There is no cost to implementing this recommendation, as minutes are already required to be 
taken and posted for all meetings subject to Open Meeting Law.
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____________________________________
SELECT BOARD’S RECOMMENDATION

-------------------------
____________________________________________
ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION

                                 

XXX
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Brookline Village Parking Benefit District Advisory Board

(as of September 24, 2021)

Fred Perry 2021

Mikayla Bell 2021

Daniel DeLoma 2022 (resigned)

Lisa Wasserman Sivan 2023

Liz Linder 2023

Ann Kamensky 2021

Anne Trecker 2022

Mary Sabolsi 2022 (resigned) 

Brian Kane 2023 (resigned) 

Recent Activity

Fred Perry applies for reappointment 9.28.21

Mikayla Bell applies for reappointment 9.28.21

Ann Kamensky applies for reappointment 9.28.21

Emily Jacobsen applies for appointment 9.28.21

8.B.
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10/1/21, 10:42 AM Mail - Devon Fields - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGMyYjEwZTEzLTZiZjEtNDU2My04NzJkLWZhOWViZDJkMGEwMwAQAOC2xQ2l22NPgqtXAIeYhH… 1/1

Online Form Submittal: Committee Reappointment Interest Form

notifications@brooklinema.gov <notifications@brooklinema.gov>
Fri 10/1/2021 10:24 AM
To:  Devon Fields <dfields@brooklinema.gov>

Committee Reappointment Interest Form

Date 10/1/2021

Name Fred Perry

Email: FSP02445@gmail.com

Street Address 32 Bowker St

Zip 02445

Preferred Phone # 617-953-6877

Committee you are a
member of?

Brookline Village Parking Benefits Advisory

List of accomplishments in
the last 3 years.

Winding down from leadership of Boston Electronics
Corporation, which I founded in 1977 in Brookline Village.

Future Goals Participation in the creation of a utopian oasis in Brookline.

Questions? Please contact the Select Board at selectboard@brooklinema.gov, 617-
730-2200

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] [CAUTION] This email originated from a sender outside of the Town of Brookline mail system. Do not
click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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9/24/2021 Mail - Devon Fields - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/id/AAQkAGMyYjEwZTEzLTZiZjEtNDU2My04NzJkLWZhOWViZDJkMGEwMwAQAItW4TR63nJLmDp4rc0ilvE%3D 1/1

Online Form Submittal: Board/Commission Application Form

notifications@brooklinema.gov <notifications@brooklinema.gov>
Tue 9/21/2021 1:25 PM
To:  Devon Fields <dfields@brooklinema.gov>; Ben Vivante <bvivante@brooklinema.gov>

Board/Commission Application Form

Please use this form to apply for one of the open Board/Commission positions . We
welcome your application and will respond to you quickly.

Name Emily Jacobsen

Address

Application for specific
Board/Commission?

Brookline Village Parking Benefit District Advisory Board

What type of experience can
you offer thi
Board/Commission?

Educational and work experience in structural engineering.

What type of issue would
you like to see this
Board/Commission
address?

Vitality of the village and success of businesses could be
improved with better sidewalk and street amenities. For
example the parklet installed this spring in front of the
Starbucks invited people to linger longer on the sidewalk and
enjoy the village instead of just passing through.

Are you involved in any
other Town activities?

Bicycle Advi ory Committee

Do you have time
constraints that would limit
your ability to attend one to
two meetings a month?

Other than Bicycle Advisory Committee Meetings, No.

IF RELEVANT, YOU CAN
ATTACH OTHER
MATERIALS (RESUME,
NEWSPAPER, MAGAZINE,
OR JOURNAL ARTICLE,
ETC )

CV for BVPBDAB.pdf

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] [CAUTION] Thi  email originated from a ender out ide of the Town of Brookline mail y tem  Do not
click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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	3.A. - Question of approving the meeting minutes from the following Select Board Meetings:
September 21, 2021
September 28, 2021
	3.B. - Question of approving the reestablishment of the SL02 Account, fund 298, for receiving gifts and grants for the Recreation Department.
	3.C. - Question of approving the application of a new alternate manager at NETA; Raesia Straker.
	3.D. - Question of approving the following alternate managers for Mission, Inc.:
 - Carlo Lookner
- Kieondre Woody
	3.E. - A Temporary Wine and Malt Beverages Non Sales License to The Larz Anderson Auto Museum to be held on Saturday, October 9, 2021 for Wedding Reception from 5:30PM – 11:00PM at 15 Newton
	3.F. - Question of approving a Temporary All Alcoholic Beverages Non Sales License to St. Mary’s of the Assumption Catholic Church to be held on Saturday, October 16, 2021 for Wedding Reception
	3.G. - Question of approving a Temporary Wine and Malt Beverages Sales License to Heart Jr, LLC d/b/a Mamaleh’s Delicatessen to be held on Monday, October 11, 2021 for Marathon Route from 8:00AM – 4:00PM at 1659 Beacon Street.
	5.A. - Question of approving the recommendation of the Town Administrator to appoint a Director of Planning and Community Development.
	6.A. - Public Hearing, discussion and possible vote on the following Warrant Articles for the November 16, 2021 Fall Town Meeting (STM1):
	7.A. - Further review and possible vote on the following Warrant Articles for the November 16, 2021 Special Town Meeting 3:
	8.B. - Brookline Village Parking Benefit District Advisory Board
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